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Dear friends and colleagues, 
 

On behalf of the Division of Urology I hope you will enjoy this year’s newsletter highlighting our program’s many          
accomplishments over the past year.  It has been a very busy year with the residency program’s transition to            
competency-based learning, preparation for this year’s Royal College accreditation and the recruitment of new faculty.  
Research productivity based on grant acquisition and publications has reached an all-time high for the program, once 
again demonstrating the Urology Division’s strong commitment to academic excellence in education and research that 
continues to garner national and international attention.   
 

We hope you will also enjoy reading about the activities of our current and former residents and fellows. We thank them 
all for their hard-work and commitment to the program. As you will see from the pages ahead, they also know how to 
have fun! 
 

In closing, I would like to pass along my gratitude to the faculty, to Kimberly Nitz our division’s highly-organized              
administrative assistant, and my indispensable secretary, Sue Green, for their incredible support  
during my 14 year tenure as Chair of the Division. I thoroughly enjoyed my time in the role and    
continuing the wonderful legacy of my  predecessors Jack Wyatt and Joe Chin.  It has been a great 
joy to see our program grow and evolve into its current state.  We have built a program with faculty 
possessing strong clinical and academic credentials that is highly respected in the urological      
community. I feel very fortunate to have been able to lead this esteemed group.  
 

I am delighted to be handing over the reins to the ever-capable Dr. Alp Sener, who will officially take 
over as Chair July 1. I am certain with Dr. Sener’s energy and vision, the Division will ascend to 
greater heights.  Please join me in congratulating Dr. Sener on his new role!            

From the Chair:  Dr. Hassan Razvi 
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The Division of Urology is very pleased to welcome two new faculty members:  
Dr. Jennifer Bjazevic and Dr. Jeffrey Campbell, who will officially be joining the Urology program in 
July. 
 

Dr. Jennifer Bjazevic completed medical school at the University of Calgary, Urology residency in    
Winnipeg and then 2 years of Endourology fellowship at Western. Concurrent with her fellowship 
she also completed the Master’s in Surgery program. Her master’s thesis focused on the role of  
urinary   pathogens and antibiotics on calcium stone formation using the drosophila fly model. Her 
research was supported by an AUA Urology Care Foundation Research Scholar award and she 
was chosen as one of the two outstanding graduate scholars for 2019.   Dr. Bjazevic will be       
completing a second Master’s degree in Medical Education. Her clinical focus will  be in              
Endourology and Minimally-invasive Surgery based at St. Joseph’s Hospital.    
 

 

Dr. Jeffery Campbell undertook medical school training at Dalhousie University, followed by       
Urology residency at Western.  He then went on to do a one year research fellowship in Men’s 
Health and Reconstructive Urology in the Department of Urology at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore, 
Maryland, and then returning to London for a second clinical fellowship year.  Dr. Campbell is also 
enrolled in the Masters in Public Health Program at Johns Hopkins. Dr. Campbell was the            
successful recipient of a CUA Canadian Men’s Sexual Health Council research award to study the 
potential use of Botox to mitigate cavernous nerve injury in a rat model.  Dr. Campbell’s clinic focus 
will be on Andrology and Reconstructive Urology and his practice will also be at St. Joseph’s     
Hospital.   

New Faculty Appointments 

Happy Retirement ! 
Twenty nine years is a long time but I must say it seems to have flown by in no time! I started on 
the faculty at Western and St. Josephs Hospital in 1990 having returned from  fellowship training in 
St. Louis. Since the day my practice opened until March 30 of this year Wilma Rosehart served as 
the medical secretary in my office. Wilma was a hard working, dedicated and supremely organized  
medical secretary who fulfilled numerous roles over the course of my career. This not only included 
as the main coordinator for all aspects of patient care but as administrative support for the          
residency training program,  research projects, postgraduate courses and the endourology         
fellowship program. As I held down many varying roles myself over the years, which often included 
substantial out of country travel, Wilma “held down the fort” and her commitment to patient care 
needs was unwavering throughout. I had often thought that medical secretaries play a central and 
unheralded role in our academic hospitals and Wilma Rosehart was as fine an example of this as 
anyone. It is a time of transition in my office and our SJHC Urology Clinic and I will miss Wilma’s 
steady hand on the many aspects of my  urology practice and in organizing my busy life. I wish  
Wilma all the best as she moves into retirement.     John Denstedt   

Sue Green, Dr. Razvi’s secretary for 24 years, recently announced her plan to retire in the summer 
of 2019. Sue has worked at St. Joseph’s Hospital in many capacities over her 32 year career     
including Pharmacy, OR bookings and as a medical secretary in the cardiology and  obstetrics and 
gynecology programs.  Her knowledge of the hospital, dedication to her work, efficiency and    
pleasant demeanor with patients will be sorely missed.  Dr. Razvi remains at a loss to know how he 
will function without her!! 

We all wish you a very well-deserved retirement Sue! Congratulations!!                            
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Greetings from Dayton, Ohio!  After practicing in Canada for the past 26 
years Gwen and I, along with our two Border Collies, have moved to 
“Murica”! I have joined Kettering Health Network and now I am an 
“employed” Urologist with Kettering Physician Network. Things are of 
course very different here and challenges are new and unique! My plan is 

to try and learn Robotic Surgery while also practicing general Urology. All are welcome to visit!      
My contact info: 4200-3737 Southern Blvd, Kettering, OH, 45429. Phone: 937 294 1489.  

Rajiva R. Singh, BSc (Adv), MD, FRCSC, FACS, DABU 

Urologist, Kettering Physician Network, Dayton, OH 

ALUMNI  
UPDATE 

Dr. Eric Shepherd Travel Award for Transplantation Research 

The Western Urology residency program and the LHSC Kidney and Pancreas transplant fellowship      
programs extend their gratitude to Dr. Eric Shepherd for his generous donation which has led to the     
creation of an annual research travel award for transplant trainees.  The primary goal of this research   
travel award is to inspire young surgeons to pursue  research in the field of transplantation and to    
provide them with the opportunity to present their findings at national and international meetings.  
 

Dr. Shepherd graduated with Honors from medical school at Western University in 1963 followed by a 
residency in Urology at Western. He then travelled to Montreal and to London, England for fellowship 
training prior to returning to Western in 1972.  During his 35 years of service in the  Division of       
Urology, Dr. Shepherd became a leader in pediatric urology in Southwest Ontario and a pioneer in 
Canadian transplantation until his retirement in 2007.   

 

This year’s inaugural recipient of the 2019 Dr. Eric Shepherd Travel Award for Transplantation Research is Dr. Max  
Levine, a first year transplant fellow from the University of Alberta. He will receive the award for his project entitled 

“Prospective Assessment of the Need for Mannitol during Renal Transplantation” to be presented at the upcoming 

AUA/USTRS meeting in Chicago.  Congratulations Max ! 

Dr. Peter Wang was awarded a New Frontiers in Research Fund (NFRF) - Exploration Stream grant (an early career        

research award) for his project “Investigating the relationship between psychological and physiological factors on   

surgical  trainability: a surgical simulation study".   In a job interview one might be asked, “why are you the best person 

for the job?” This is notably important with surgeons given that the safety of others is at stake. To better answer this, 
our project examines how psychological and physiological factors extensively described in the literature relate to a   
person's ability to learn surgical skills or their 'surgical trainability'. Our study brings together an interdisciplinary team of 
psychologists (Dr. Saklofske and Dr. Martin), an educator (Dr. Chahine), a computer scientist (Dr. Li) and surgeons to 
explore, for the first time, the relationship between psychological and physiological factors on surgical trainability. An 
understanding of these relationships may be used to enhance selection and improve learning. Should these results 
hold promise, they may be extrapolated to any discipline.   

New Frontiers in Research Fund - Exploration Stream 

Throwback Thursday 
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Spreading the wealth - of knowledge 
The field of urology is continually evolving. New techniques, new research and new equipment are 
advancing care of the urinary-tract system and male reproductive organs.  
 

Canada is among the leaders in the changing landscape of clinical care but for other countries, simply 
remaining current is a challenge. A lack of funding, old equipment or  buildings, and inadequate    
training in a very skill-driven and diverse area of care are among the barriers for  developing countries. Some countries 
only have the knowledge to perform older or invasive surgical methods, which makes recovery time longer and can lead 
to   complications. Teaching physicians who otherwise would not have access to current and non-invasive training can 
help them to care for their patients more effectively. 
 

This past summer, Dr. Denstedt was host to Emmanuel Muhawenimana, a junior urologist         
consultant from Rwanda. One of only eight urologists in his country serving a population of about 
12 million people, Emmanuel came to St. Joseph’s to be mentored by Dr. Denstedt.   Emmanuel, 
along with a senior urologist consultant, cares for half of the Rwandan population who seek       
specialized urological care. Limited clinical time, high demand for services and lack of education on 
the latest surgical techniques add to the pressure in his country. They currently do not perform   
laparoscopic procedures due to the limited  number of trained providers.   

 

With the Urology Masters training program in Rwanda in its infancy   hav-
ing only launched five years ago, Emmanuel felt the need for more exposure to minimally inva-
sive training techniques. As an up-and-coming urologist, he was ranked first in his application 
for the  Endourology Society International Traveling Scholarship and was chosen to travel to 
Canada and train at both St. Joseph’s Hospital in London and Bluewater Health in Sarnia. 
 

His first time in Canada, Emmanuel arrived in the summer and spent 
three days each week in surgical theaters observing such procedures 

as percutaneous nephrolithotomy (PCNL), a minimally-invasive process to remove kidney 
stones through a small “key hole”  incision. PCNLs were on his education wish list. 
 

Surprised by how “flat and green” London was, Emmanuel viewed many surgeries and       
procedures during his six-week stay. Reflecting upon the experience, the young  physician 
said he was pleased with the new skills and “tricks” he gained, and felt he had a “good  pack-
age” to go home with and share with his colleagues. “Seeing how things are done in Canada 
definitely opened my mind.” 
 

Recent visitors from Japan glowed about their experience at St. Joseph’s, one even calling it the “best experience in my 
life.” thanks to the “friendly, kind and impressive staff.”   
 

In addition to physicians and teams coming to London, Dr. Denstedt travels around the globe, bringing his knowledge to 
them.  This year he visited China, Tokyo and Kazakhstan, speaking at conferences and teaching in operating rooms.  
“We are very fortunate in Canada to have the decent facilities and equipment and top-notch training. Other countries        
sometimes need a little nudge in the right direction, which can help  considerably with  outcomes for their  patients.” say 
Dr. Denstedt.                        Excerpt from the SJHC Imprint, January 2019 

Uro-Oncology Fall Review Save the date!  

 
 
 
 
 
The Western-McMaster University Fall Review in Urologic Oncology is scheduled to take place on September 20-22, 
2019 at Kingbridge Conference Centre & Institute in Vaughn, Ontario.  We are particularly proud of the local and       
international urologists, pathologists and oncologists that make up the faculty of our annual event.  We have confirmed 
Dr. Badrinath Konety from the University of Minnesota, Dr. Jeff Karnes of the Mayo Clinic and Dr. Fadi Brimo from 
McGill University as some of our guest speakers this  year.  Look for the  save-the date notices coming soon.  If you 
wish to register early, please contact Carol Gerster at 519.685.8451 or email: carol.gerster@lhsc.on.ca. 
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What’s New With the Residents? 

Harmenjit Brar and Sharn Bhinder  
have announced their engagement ! 

The wedding will take place in May 2020 

Ernest Chan and Cheryl Liu  
(Riley too)  

were married in Kitchener  
on August 18, 2018  

Lindsey and Jeff  
welcomed baby Emily Elizabeth Law  

July 11, 2018  

I wanted to take this opportunity to thank Western Urology for everything that the consultants, residents 
and administrative staff have taught me over the past two years. I appreciate all the time and effort you 
have spent teaching me, in busy    clinics and in the OR. I am also  grateful for the understanding that all 
have shown with my decision to transfer to Dalhousie. Eri and I are excited to start our 
lives together, and I am happy to say that we plan on  getting married in the Spring of 
2020. Thank you again, and I look forward to working with  everyone in the  future as 
Urology colleagues. Keep in touch!               Heather 

Good Luck  

Heather! 

      

2019 Newbies ! 
Jeremy Cepek 
Hometown:  The humble and tiny town of Wyoming, Ontario. 
Undergrad:  I am a Western Lifer, first studying Mechanical Engineering in both Bachelors and Masters programs, 
followed by a PhD in Biomedical Engineering. It was during this PhD, where I worked on the development of image-
guided focal therapy for prostate cancer, that my passion for Urology was initially sparked.  I now feel extremely lucky 
to be a part of such an excellent program here in Western Urology. I intend to pursue an academic career,  applying 
my prior skills and passions for innovation to the field through the development of devices and techniques for      over-
coming some of the many technical challenges that face urologists. 

Jordyn Clark: 
Hometown: Saskatoon SK   Undergrad: B.Comm at University of Saskatchewan 
MD: University of Saskatchewan  Hobbies: Traveling, running, reading, disc golf 
I am very happy to have matched to Western’s Urology program and look forward to joining your exceptional team. I 
had always hoped my residency would provide an education that includes broad exposure to all aspects of Urology 
and a chance to participate in cutting edge research. Given the reputation of Western’s Urology program, I am      
confident I will receive an exceptional education and have many research opportunities. Looking forward to seeing 
you all in July.  

Adam Forster 
Hometown: Montreal/Toronto   
Undergrad: Queens    MD: Schulich, Western University   
Hobbies: Guitar, The Beatles, The Montreal Canadiens, Running, Politics, Travel, Wine  
It is an absolute pleasure to be joining the Urology team. I had the distinct privilege of working with department extensively 
during my tenure as a medical student, and I can't wait to continue learning from each of you. Outside of Urology, I am 

Bonnie Liu 
Hometown: Calgary, AB 
Undergrad: McGill University in Physiology; Master of Public Administration at Queen’s University; Medical school at 
University of Saskatchewan 
Hobbies include volleyball, curling, skiing, scuba diving, running, enjoying good food with family and friends 
I am so excited to be joining the urology team at Western, and to be starting the next chapter of my life in London. I 
know from experience that Ontario is a great place to live, and not so “On-terrible” as many of those out west like to 
call it. Staff and residents have already been so welcoming, and I am looking forward to the fun times ahead. My 
future plans include passing my licensing examinations, finding a place to live in London, visiting Harry Potter world 
with my sisters, and diving with some whale sharks in the Philippines. 
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Urology  
Olympics 

July  
2018 

Summer Party -  
Consultants beat the residents  

taking home the trophy a  
second year in a row!! 

Residents  
Day 
2018 
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Another year has passed and three more of our exceptional trainees are 
nearing the end of their residency journey and are excitedly waiting to   
commence a new chapter in their professional lives on July 1.  Drs. Wen 
Xie, Justin Kwong and Nahid Punjani have all done an amazing job 
throughout their five years in our program and have been great role models 
and confidantes for more junior residents.  All three are looking forward to 
the next two years of fellowship across a broad spectrum of urological subspecialties in the United States and Canada. 
Wen will soon be moving to Baltimore, Maryland to pursue a fellowship in multi-organ transplantation at the University of 
Maryland Medical Center; Justin will be perfecting his robotics and endourology skills at St. Michael’s Hospital in       
Toronto; and Nahid will be pursuing a fellowship in male reproductive medicine and surgery at Weill Cornell/Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Hospitals in New York.  We wish them all the best in these new adventures and know that they will   
continue to make us proud as they move forward with their careers! We look forward to hearing all about their           
successes in the years to come.   
 

We are also extremely delighted to welcome our three new PGY1 residents to the Western Urology family in July 2020.  
Adam Forster will continue in London after completing medical school at Western University, whereas we welcome 
Jordyn Clark and Bonnie Liu, both from the University of Saskatchewan.  In addition, we are very pleased to have had 
Dr. Jeremy Cepek, also from Western, transfer into a PGY1 position in our program earlier this year. We are all looking 
forward to working with this fantastic group in the years ahead! 
 

As always, this has been another productive year for our residents!   Nahid Punjani:  i) Second Best Presentation, JK 
Wyatt Urology Residents Research Day;  ii)  Awarded Department of Surgery Research Grant;  iii)  SSMR/SMSNA 
Travelling Fellowship in 2018.  Wen Yan Xie:  i) Most Valuable Resident Award 2018;  ii)  Recipient of the annual      
Urology Travel Grant.  Roderick Clark:  i) Nominee for 2018 PARO Resident Teaching Award; ii) CUA-AUA International 
Fellows Program  Award.  Jeffrey Law:  Recipient of the annual Urology Travel Grant.  Ernest Chan: i) Co-Chair,      
Resident Advisory Committee CBME; ii)  Best Resident Project, Pediatric Surgery Research Day;  iii) Recipient of the 
annual Urology Travel Grant.  Leandra Stringer:  i) Best Presentation, JK Wyatt Urology Residents Research Day; ii) 
Best Overall Project, Pediatric Surgery Research Day.   
 

This has been a very busy year during the transition (both feet in!!) to Competency Based Medical Education (CBME), 
but both faculty and residents should be congratulated for the exceptional dedication and participation in these new   
requirements.  Different from the rest of the Urology programs across Canada, Western Urology is unique in that we 
have transitioned all PGY levels into CBME! This innovative approach is not only considered exemplary from the Royal 
College point of view, but the knowledge we gain has continued to help guide the direction of the Urology Specialty 
Committee. Although it has been an arduous process for all, we believe that the learning environment has been        
elevated to a new level.  As we approach a full Royal College accreditation in November, all of these factors will       
highlight the fantastic training environment we have in London. As always, Kim Nitz, our Program Administrator has 
been invaluable throughout this process and has helped keep the ship’s direction constant. We thank her for all of her 
hard work and dedication to our residency program. It has been an absolute pleasure to work closely with all of the resi-
dents this year and to always strive to improve our already fantastic program.  We look forward to another year of suc-

cess for our dedicated, caring and talented group of residents.     Alp Sener and Sumit Dave 

From the Program Directors 

Throwback Thursday 
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Goodbye and  
Best Wishes! 

It’s surreal to think that my time in this residency is coming to an 
end! It feels as if I have just started as a young and bright-eyed 
PGY1 yesterday, yet also as if I have been a part of this residency 
my whole life. The past five years have been filled with amazing 
experiences and opportunities and I will take many unforgettable 
memories away with me. I am grateful to all of our faculty       
members, my teachers, who have given me the skills and         
confidence to become a surgeon. Furthermore, I want to thank 
every fellow, nurse and administrator who have helped me along 
the way through this crazy journey – your advice has helped me 
navigate through the many challenges of residency.  To my fellow 
residents, I will cherish our friendships for life and I look forward to 
being able to work with you all as colleagues in the future. The 
next part of my journey will be in Baltimore, Maryland where I will 
be completing a fellowship in Abdominal Organ Transplant at the 
University of Maryland. The most daunting part of this is not the 
long work hours or the unfamiliar organs (how do I take out a   
liver?!) but rather not having the advice and support from Nahid 
and Justin. They have kept me grounded and driven throughout 
the last five years and I could not have asked for any better         

co-residents. Even though we may no longer be 
in the same city (or even the same country!), I 
know we will continue to encourage each other 
to achieve our goals. This is not goodbye, but 
see you later! Well, perhaps if we are at the 

same place, you may hear me first before you 

see me.                                     Wen Yan Xie Residency has truly been an incredible     
journey. I will be forever grateful for my     
urology mentors who have had a profound 
impact on my personal and professional 
growth. My experience in London has helped 
me define not only the type of urologist I want to be, but also the type of person I 
want to be for my patients. I have developed in ways, not only academically but also 
personally that I never would have imagined. From busy call nights to exciting OR 
cases, I have had so many fond memories that will stay with me for the rest of my 
life. I would like to extend a special thank you to all the consultants for preparing me 
for life as a     urologist, and I would also like to thank all my resident colleagues for 
their hard work and dedication. In July, I am pursuing a fellowship in Endourology,             
Laparoscopy and Robotic Surgery at St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto and I look 

forward to keeping in touch with everyone at Western.                      Justin Kwong 

Where did the time go?  What an incredible journey the past 
five years have been, including personal, academic and      
professional growth. I am most thankful to all those who truly 
mentored me, provided me guidance, wrote endless letters of 
support or even just allowed me to confide in them. I am   
thankful to the program for their support for me to complete my 
Master’s during residency, and for the world-class experts and 
wisdom that I’ve been exposed to.  Thanks to my resident   
family (program administrator included!) for your support, and  
especially to my co-chiefs, who will not only be lifelong friends 
but who were instrumental to my success. Most importantly a 
huge thank you to my wife, who is not only my  biggest        
supporter and advocate, but the real reason 
for my success. We are excited to move to the 
heart of NYC for fellowship, and will never 
forget the experiences and memories in    

London!                              Nahid Punjani 

I have a lot to say about my great experience at Western! In short: I am a better researcher and 
surgeon because of this fellowship. I am very thankful to my mentors Drs. Chin, Izawa, Power and 
Pautler who took me under their wings during my time in London. They generously shared with me 
their long experiences, superb knowledge and impressive surgical skills to teach me the craft of 
urologic oncology. I am grateful to their patience, dedication and excellence in teaching for my   
development in this field. I was lucky as well to work with a great team of research coordinators and 
administrative staff who were very supportive at all times. Whether at the clinic or at the OR, the 

nursing staff was the finest I have ever worked with, and will definitely miss working with them. I had also the chance to know a 
group of high-quality students, residents and co-fellows whom I really enjoyed working with and learned a lot from.  I feel very   
grateful and indebted for having this opportunity to train at Western. I truly believe that this fellowship was the  tipping point in my 
career. I was recently offered a consultant job at the Klinikum Bremen Mitte. I already got a few promises from the team here to visit 
me in Germany! I hope you all consider Bremen 
as one of your coming vacation destinations.      
I will be more than happy to be your host and 
show you around at any time. Until then,              
I sincerely wish you all, all of the best.  

Khalil Hetou 

Follow the  
Fellows 



Honors and Awards 
Dr. Jeremy Burton 

 The Microbiome: Another Dimension in the Pathophysiology 

of Urogenital Disease. Platinum Priority  
 
Dr. Sumit Dave 

 UWO Division of Urology Residents Teaching Award 

 
Dr. Jonathan Izawa 

 Department of Surgery Clerkship Faculty Teaching Award 

 
Dr. Stephen Pautler 

 HUMEC (Hippocratic Council Undergraduate Medical      

Education) Award of Excellence 

 Best Poster Presentation, Canadian Urological Association 

 Nominee, President’s Award for Physician Leadership,    

London Health Sciences Centre 
 
Dr. Nicholas Power 

 Schulich Award of Excellence, Junior Faculty 

 
Dr. Hassan Razvi 

 Second Prize Basic Science Category Essay Contest (Dr. 

Abdulaziz Al-Athel), World Congress of Endourology 

 Appointed to Editorial Board, Journal of Endourology 

 
Dr. Gregor Reid 

 RGE Murray Award for Career Achievement, Canadian   

Society of Microbiologists 
 
Dr. Alp Sener 

 Department of Surgery Academic Merit Award (Education) 
 
Dr. Blayne Welk 

 Northeastern Section Nominee for the Golden Cystoscope 

Award, American Urological Association 

 Top Reviewer, Canadian Urological Association Journal 

 Department of Surgery Academic Merit Award - Research 

 Second Best Presentation, JK Wyatt Urology Residents  

Research Day 
 

Grants 
Academic Medical Organization of Southwestern Ontario 
(AMOSO): 

 First in human clinical trial of sodium thiosulfate in renal 

transplantation. PI: Sener A. $150,000 

 Liquid biopsies for improved prostate cancer risk            

stratification and patient monitoring.  PI: Pautler SE. Co-I:  

Razvi H $246,920 
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Division Productivity 2018 (Jan-Dec) 

Western Urology News 

American Urological Association (AUA) – Urology Care          
Foundation (2018 Research Scholar Award): 

 Defining the relationship between urinary infection and  

urolithiasis.  PI: Bjazevic J. Co-I: Razvi H, Burton J $40,000 
 
Canadian Health Institutes Research Fall 2018 Project Grant 
Competition: 

 Therapeutic potential of bloodless oxygenated perfusion of 

donor kidneys for prolonged storage and protection for 

transplant.  PI:  Luke P. $520,200 
 
Canadian National Transplant Research Program (CNTRP) and 
Astellas Pharma Canada: 

 The effect of a mitochondria targeting H2S donor molecules 

in euthemic (21 degree Celsius) organ preservation using 

existing organ preservation solutions. PI: Sener A. $30,000 
 

Canadian Urological Association Scholarship Fund: 

 Portable endoscopic simulator: Impact on urological      

education.  PI: Wang P   $40,000 

 
Craig H Neilsen Foundation Psychosocial Research Grant: 

 How do people living with a spinal cord injury select a  

bladder management method?. PI:  Welk B  $255,000 

 
Department of Surgery Research Fund: 

 Sodium thiosulfate in organ preservation. PI: Sener A. 

$20,000 

 The impact of opioid prescriptions after low-acuity urology 

surgery on long-term opioid use.  PI:  Welk B  $7,500 

 A retrospective population-based cohort study to compare 

outcomes and health care costs between pediatric patients 

with spina bifida transitioning to adult care in Ontario 1986-

1996.   PI: Dave S, Co-I: Welk B  $9,968.  

 POCUS curriculum project – Education Node. PI:: Razvi H, 

Col: Dave S, Wang PZT  $7,290 

 Augmented reality and assessment project.  PI: Wang PZT, 

Col: Dave S $14,989 

 Multimedia cadaver-based simulation project. PI: Wang 

PZT, Col: Dave S $10,000 

 
The W. Garfield Weston Foundation: 

 Weston Family Microbiome Initiative’s 2018 Proof‐of‐Principle 

program, Use of novel human milk prebiotics to improve the 

quality of life for neurogenic bladder patients.  PI: Burton J, 

Co-I: Welk B  $149,075 
 
Hecht Foundation, BC: 

 Combining Fecal Microbial Transplant (FMT) and anti-PD-

1 immunotherapy for the treatment of melanoma patients.  
Co-Investigator: Burton J, with Lenehan J, Malecki S. 
$100,000 
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Spring 2018 

Kidney Foundation of Canada (KFOC): 

 Evaluating the protective role of a novel mitochondria-

targeted hydrogen sulphide donor molecule. PI:  Sener 

A.: $100,000 
 

Lawson Annual Strategic Research Fund: 

 Extending routinely collected data research at Western: 

Does enhanced medical reconciliation improve care at 

London Hospitals?  PI:  Welk B. $49,899 

 
Lawson Research Internal Fund: 

 Development of novel Shoulder-Joint Implant Mimetics 

(S-JIMs) to study periprosthetic joint infections with C. 

acnes.  Co-Investigator: Burton J with O’Gorman D, 

Faber K.  $15,000 

 Augmented Reality and Competence Assessment for 

Open Surgery.  PI: Wang PZT, Col: Dave S  $14,351 

 
London Regional Cancer Program - Catalyst Grants for 
Translational Research: 

 Development of Diagnostic and Prognostic Epigonomic 

Tools in Prostate Cancer. PI: Izawa JI $25,000 

 Aldosterone-mediated GPER/MR signaling in prostate 

cancer: can therapeutic reduction of aldosterone and its 

effects reduce metastasis and progression to treatment 

resistance?  Co-PI: Power N $25,000 

 
Medical Oncology Research Fund (MORF): 

 Combination of Fecal Microbial Transplant (FMT) and 

immunotherapy in melanoma patients.  PI: Burton J.  

$24,000 
 

Mitacs Accelerate in partnership with Interface Biologics: 

 Biomaterials for the reduction of bacterial adhesion 

and biofilm formation.  PI: Burton J.  $45,000 

 
Multi-Organ Transplant Program (MOTS): 

 The effect of STS on human organ transplantation. PI: 

Sener A.   $25,000 

 Repositioning drugs using ex vivo perfusion of kidneys. 
PI: Luke P.  $162,500 
 

National Sciences and Engineering Research Council 
(NSERC): 

 Assessment of immune function in triploid Chinook 

salmon. Co-Investigator: Reid J, with Dixon B, Heath D, 

Semeniuk C, Craig P.  $585,000 ($46,000 to G.Reid)  
 

Ontario Centres of Excellence and National Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council (NSERC): 

 Microbiological food safety in fermented foods.  PI: 

Reid G.  $50,000 
 

Physician Services Incorporated (PSI): 

 Evaluating the protective role of a novel mitochondria-

targeted hydrogen sulphide donor molecule (AP39). PI: 

Sener A. $162,500 

St. Joseph’s Health Care Foundation: 

 The risk factors associated with urolithiasis: can they be    

identified by metabolic profiles?  PI: Razvi H. $80,00 

 Patterns of surgical treatment of benign prostatic hypertrophy 

in Ontario.  St. Joseph’s Hospital Foundation. PI:  Welk B 

$23,550 
 

UWO Internal Surgery Research Fund: 

 Augmented Reality and Competence Assessment for Open  
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