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The theme of this year’s Annual Report is inter-
nationalization.  Both Western University and 
the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry 
have internationalization as core aspects of 
their current strategic plans.  Western Univer-
sity’s update to its strategic plan, Engaging the 
Future (September 2010), specifically articu-
lates the means by which Western will endeav-
our to raise its international profile, including 
expanding the number of partnerships with in-
ternational research and teaching institutions, 
study abroad initiatives, and faculty exchang-
es1.   Likewise, the Schulich School aspires to 
have an impact through international engage-
ment. The 2011 Strategic Plan has as one of 
its strategic directions to “develop sustainable 
partnerships, networks, and global initiatives.”2   
The Schulich plan explains, “Universities are 
looking strategically at their roles and contri-
butions at the global or international stage. A 
number of trends are evident: greater interna-
tional collaboration in research, increased in-
ternational partnerships around education at-
tracting international students and supporting 
local students in international settings, height-
ened focus on social responsibility and contrib-
uting to discovering and solving issues of social 
importance around the world.”3 

This is a dynamic moment in higher education 
with universities throughout the world actively 
pursuing international academic partnerships.  
For many colleges and universities, such part-
nerships are no longer a single component of 
internationalization; but rather a core strategic 
philosophy.  There are many benefits to inter-
nationalization, of which some immediately 
come to mind including:  

•	 Providing international learning experienc-
es for students and encouraging them to 
become citizens of the world.

•	 Recruitment and retention of high quality 
faculty who are interested and energized by 
international opportunities.  

•	 Advancing research by connecting institu-
tions and researchers with those who have 
similar strengths and interests.  

•	 Supporting the international ties and inter-
ests of our community.

•	 Promoting the overall mission of our institu-
tion and enhancing its reputation in interna-
tional positioning.

•	 Diversity.
•	 Generating revenue in a time of constraint 

at home.

Message from the Department Chair,
Dr. John Denstedt
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Dr. John Denstedt, Chair/Chief, 
Department of Surgery
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The sharing of knowledge and experience internation-
ally are core values deeply embedded in the culture 
and history of medicine.  In 2012, Canada’s Governor 
General, David Johnston, coined the term “diplomacy 
of knowledge”; an expression that succinctly captures 
the concept of the power of knowledge sharing.  The 
Governor General defined the “diplomacy of knowl-
edge” as “our ability and willingness to work together 
and share the knowledge we uncover and refine across 
disciplines and across borders to improve the human 
condition together.”4   Innovation is escalated when 
individuals or groups begin to work across disciplines 
and the diplomacy of knowledge becomes immensely 
powerful when one crosses international borders and 
cultivates close contacts and interactions amongst 
students, teachers, and researchers.  “When people 
research, teach, operate, and socialize together, the 
power of the diplomacy of knowledge is realized and 
unleashed.” 5  There is a growing sense internationally 
that institutions can do more together than they can 
do alone; coupled with the understanding that learn-
ing, research, and community and social engagement 
are now global endeavours.  

Recently the Department of Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national Trade of the Government of Canada formed 
a panel of experts to advise on developing and imple-
menting an international education strategy.  The pan-
el, Chaired by Western University’s President Dr. Amit 
Chakma, defines steps the Government must take to 
attract the best and brightest international students 
to Canada; strengthen Canada’s engagement with 
emerging nations; expand the delivery of Canadian 
expertise from a knowledge and education services 
abroad; and promote partnerships between Canadian 
and international education institutions6.   The panel 
defined international education as a key driver of Can-
ada’s future prosperity, particularly in the areas of in-
novation, trade, human capital development, and the 
labour market.  Similar to the Governor General, the 
Advisory Panel on Canada’s International Education 

Strategy, believes that “international education in all 
its facets brings tremendous value to every community 
in Canada, whether urban or rural, Eastern or Western, 
Francophone or Anglophone.”7   

Department of Surgery members have increasingly 
contributed to this outward looking vision by being 
involved in a variety of internationalization initiatives.  
This includes many international collaborations in ba-
sic and clinical research; over 200 engagements as 
lecturer or guest professor in 36 countries in 2012; 
promoting two-way education exchange of students at 
the undergraduate and postgraduate levels; and con-
tributing to the establishment of robust international 
partnerships.  The multi-faceted engagement of De-
partment of Surgery members in the Schulich interna-
tionalization effort at the West China School of Medi-
cine in Chengdu, China represent a prime example of 
a tangible and successful academic internationaliza-
tion achievement.  Highlighted in this annual report are 
many examples of the Department’s extensive interna-
tional engagements.  

The Department of Surgery has benefited tremendous-
ly from its international involvement while still actively 
tending to our responsibilities at home.  The Depart-
ment continues to provide outstanding patient care to 
those from Southwest Ontario and beyond who rely 
on our services.  Likewise, we remain focused on the 
core educational needs of our own students and resi-
dents.  Our patients and students at home benefit as 
well from our international engagement as our faculty 
bring home new ideas and concepts and a global view 
of the world to our constituents.  Forming strategic in-
ternational partnerships is a complex and demanding 
enterprise but brings great potential benefits to our 
institutions, faculty and community.  I am proud of all 
of the contributions made by Department of Surgery 
members throughout our history and over the course 
of the last year.

  1Engaging the Future:  Update on the Strategic Plan (September 2010) is available online at http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/strategic_plan/index.htm, p. 1
  2The Strategic Plan of the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry is available at http://www.schulich.uwo.ca/schulichhome/articles/2011/10/11/schulich-s-
vision-and-strategic-plan, p. 9.
  3Ibid, p. 4.
  4Address by His Excellency the Right Honourable David Johnston, Governor at the University of Malaysia, November 14, 2011 is available at http://www.gg.ca/
document.aspx?id=14313&lan=eng. 

 5Ibid. 
  6The report of the Advisory Panel on Canada’s International Education Strategy is available at http://www.international.gc.ca/education/advisory-consultation.
aspx. 
  7Ibid. 
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Tesfay Behr, Operating Room Nurse
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Division of Cardiac Surgery

Developing New Technologies and Treatments 
in a Multi-Faceted Global Role

Internationalization is embedded in nearly ev-
ery aspect of the Division of Cardiac Surgery’s 
endeavours.  From resident and faculty ex-
changes to China and Latin America, to medi-
cal missions, to robotic training, to international 
conference organization, Dr. Kiaii, Chair/Chief, 
Division of Cardiac Surgery is quick to empha-
size the importance of a global presence.  “In-
ternationalization is the engine that strengthens 
our research and teaching collaborations and 
which will significantly improve global health.”

Division member and Program Director Dr. Ray 
Guo is a longstanding participant in medical 
missions to China, Mongolia, and Peru together 
with Dr. Chu and faculty from the ICU and Car-
diology.  “These individuals provide life-saving 
treatment to patients in developing nations that 
would never have access to these procedures,” 
says Dr. Kiaii.  “In addition, Division members 
have taken a lead role in training physicians 
from Columbia, China, Japan and Germany to 
learn advanced skills in minimally invasive sur-

Dr. Bob Kiaii, Chair/Chief,  
Division of Cardiac Surgery
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gery and procedures such as sutureless values 
and transcatheter aeortic valve replacement.”
 
The Canadian Surgical Technologies & Advanced 
Robotics (CSTAR) facility has been at the centre 
of several international efforts.  Its technology 
has enabled peer-to-peer training; live surgical 
demonstrations broadcast from London, Ontar-
io to South America; and now will operate as the 
North American surgical training centre for use 
of the DaVinci robot.  “This will open doors for 
institutions across the world for robotic surgery 
training,” adds Dr. Kiaii.  The new DaVinci robot 
also features a surgical simulation attachment 
that provides an outstanding training experience.  
Two consoles work in tandem to allow a trainee 
to be directly supervised by a faculty instructor.  
“This will bring minimally invasive surgical train-
ing to the next level of excellence and ultimately 
improve patient outcomes,” explains Dr. Kiaii.

International linkages have been crucial to ad-
vancing the Division’s research efforts.  Dr. Chu 
received the 2012 Robert Emery Young Inves-
tigator Award from the International Society of 
Minimally Invasive Cardiac Surgery (ISMICS) 
and Dr. Kiaii Co-Chairs the Scientific Program 
Committee for the 2013 ISMICS annual meeting.  
“These types of roles will enable us to bring inter-
national talent to London for our Research Day 
as well as to facilitate building research relation-
ships among all our faculty,” observes Dr. Kiaii.

Dr. Kiaii is also pleased with a new first in 2012 
for the Division:  the creation of the assistive 
device program.  “The recruitment of Dr. Dave 
Nagpal in 2012 was instrumental in provincial 
approval of this program at LHSC,” notes Dr. 
Kiaii. “This will strengthen our transplant pro-
gram and our collaboration with the Cardiac 

Surgery Recovery Unit (CSRU) and Cardiol-
ogy.”  While the use of short-term assistive de-
vices has been possible at LHSC, this is the 
start of a new frontier in long-term assistive 
devices that are aimed to improve patient qual-
ity of life and health status before moving to 
the next stage of cardiac surgical intervention.

Dr. Kiaii credits Dr. John Denstedt, Chair/
Chief, Department of Surgery, with provid-
ing the support and infrastructure to reach a 
high international stature.  “The minimally in-
vasive cardiac surgical program and the de-
velopment of innovative technology is a credit 
to Dr. Denstedt’s leadership,” observes Dr. 
Kiaii.  “Recruitment, industry partnership, and 
international exchange opportunities have 
come to fruition thanks to his involvement.”

“Internationalization is a part of our everyday 
experience in the Division of Cardiac Surgery,” 
states Dr. Kiaii.  “It is our vision to continue to 
advance the technology and treatment of car-
diac disease in a multi-faceted global role.”

“Internationalization 
is a part of our  
everyday experience 
in the Division of 
Cardiac Surgery.”  
- Dr. Bob Kiaii
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Awards and Achievements

Nagpal, Dave.  McMaster / UWO 
Critical Care Research Day 2011, 
Fellow’s Competition – first 
place for “Starch or Saline After 
Cardiac Surgery: A randomized 
controlled trial”

Chu, Michael.  International 
Society for Minimally Invasive 
Cardiac Surgery (ISMICS), 2012 
ISMICS Robert Emery Young In-
vestigator Award	

Kiaii, Bob.  Most Outstand-
ing Faculty Teacher,  Schulich 
School of Medicine & Dentistry, 
Department of Surgery, Division 
of Cardiac Surgery. 

Publications

Adams C, Bainbridge D, Goela 
A, Ross I, Kiaii B. Assessing 
the immediate and sustained 
effectiveness of circular epi-
cardial surgical ligation of the 
left atrial appendage. J Card 
Surg. 2012 Mar;27(2):270-
3. doi: 10.1111/j.1540-
8191.2012.01422.x. 

Adams C, Busato GM, Chu MW. 
Left atrial reduction plasty: a 
novel technique. Ann Thorac 
Surg. 2012 Mar;93(3):e77-9. 

Adams C, Guo LR, Jones PM, 
Harle C, Brown JW, Gammie 
JS, Kiaii B. Automated coring 
and apical connector insertion 
device for aortic valve bypass 
surgery. Ann Thorac Surg. 2012 
Jan;93(1):290-3. 

Adams C, Kiefer P, Ryan K, Smith 
D, McCabe G, Allen P, Sridhar K, 
Torres P, Chu MW. Humanitar-
ian cardiac care in Arequipa, 
Peru: experiences of a multidis-
ciplinary Canadian cardiovas-
cular team. Can J Surg. 2012 
Jun;55(3):171-6. 

Chen KJ, Goela A, Teefy P, 
Guo LR. Constrictive Pericar-
ditis Associated with Atypi-
cal Antipsychotics. Case Re-
ports in Cardiology. 2012 
Jun;2012(Article ID 805939):1-
2. doi:10.1155/2012/805939. 

Chu MW, Adams C, Yared K, 
Ball W, Dhingra S, Rosenbloom 
A. Reoperative minimally inva-
sive mitral valve replacement 
for bovine pericardial valve 
thrombosis secondary to idio-
pathic hypereosinophilic syn-
drome. Can J Cardiol. 2011 Nov-
Dec;27(6):868.e11-3. Epub 2011 
Jun 12. 

Chu MW, Falk V, Mohr FW, Wal-
ther T. Percutaneous endoscop-

ic transapical aortic valve im-
plantation: three experimental 
transcatheter models. Interact 
Cardiovasc Thorac Surg. 2011 
Sep;13(3):251-6. Epub 2011 Jun 
23. 

Chu MW, Stitt LW, Fox SA, Kiaii 
B, Quantz M, Guo L, Myers ML, 
Hewitt J, Novick RJ. Prospec-
tive evaluation of consultant 
surgeon sleep deprivation and 
outcomes in more than 4000 
consecutive cardiac surgical 
procedures. Arch Surg. 2011 
Sep;146(9):1080-5. Epub 2011 
May 16. 

Chu MWA, Moore J, Peters 
TM, Bainbridge D, McCarty D, 
Guidaudon G, Wedlake C, Lang 
P, Rajchl M, Currie M, Daly R, Ki-
aii B. Augmented Reality Image 
Guidance Improves Navigation 
for Beating Heart Mitral Valve 
Repair. May 25, 2012, Accepted, 
In press. 

Chu MWA, Novick RJ. Surgeon 
sleep deprivation and outcomes 
in cardiac surgery: Common 
sense, machismo, and statistics 
- Reply  ( Note ). Arch Surg. 2011 
Dec;146(12):1454-5. 

Currie ME, Fox S, Greer-Bayra-
moglu RJ, Fortin AJ, Guo LR, 
Kiaii B, McKenzie FN, Myers ML, 

Novick RJ, Chu MWA. Anatomic 
Study of the Internal Thoracic 
Artery as it Pertains to Cardiac 
And Plastic Surgery: Is it Feasi-
ble to Use the Internal Thoracic 
Artery for Both Coronary By-
pass Surgery and Breast Recon-
struction? Ann Thorac Surg. 

Currie ME, Greer-Bayramoglu 
RJ, Fortin AJ, Chu MW. Is it Feasi-
ble to Use the Internal Thoracic 
Artery for both Coronary Bypass 
Surgery and Breast Reconstruc-
tion? Interact Cardiovasc Tho-
rac Surg, in revisions. 

Currie ME, Romsa J, Fox SA, Vezi-
na WC, Akincioglu C, Warrington 
JC, McClure RS, Stitt LW, Menkis 
AH, Boyd WD, Kiaii B. Long-term 
angiographic follow-up of ro-
botic-assisted coronary artery 
revascularization. Ann Thorac 
Surg. 2012 May;93(5):1426-31. 
Epub 2012 Feb 18. 

Currie ME, Trejos AL, Rayman R, 
Chu MWA, Patel R, Peters T, Kiaii 
B. Evaluating the Effect of Three-
Dimensional Visualization and 
Haptics on Force Application 
and Performance Time During 
Ex Vivo Robotics-Assisted Mitral 
Valve Annuloplasty. Innovations. 

Etemad-Rezai R, Landis MS, 
Ross IG, Goela A, Kiaii B. Pre-

“It is our vision to continue to 
advance the technology and 
treatment of cardiac disease 
in a multi-faceted global role.” 
- Dr. Bob Kiaii
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operative Imaging for Robotic-
Assisted Minimally-Invasive 
Cardiac Surgery: What the Ra-
diologist Needs to Know. Radio-
Graphics. 

Fernandes P, Mayer R, Adams 
C, Chu MW. Simultaneous indi-
vidually controlled upper and 
lower body perfusion for valve-
sparing root and total aortic 
arch replacement: a case study. 
J Extra Corpor Technol. 2011 
Dec;43(4):245-51. 

Fortin AJ, Evans HB, Chu MWA. 
The Cardiac Implications of 
Breast Reconstruction using 
the Internal Mammary Artery as 
the Recipient Vessel. Can J Plast 
Surg. 2012 Spring;20(1):e16-
e18. 

Garg AX, Devereaux PJ, Yusuf S, 
Cuerden MS, Parikh CR, Coca 
SG, Walsh M, Cook RJ, Whitlock 
RP, Noiseux N, Novick RJ, Ou Y, 
Lamy A; on behalf of the CORO-
NARY Investigators. Coronary 
Artery Bypass Grafting Surgery 
Off- or On-pump Revascularisa-
tion Study (CORONARY): kid-
ney substudy analytic protocol 
of an international randomised 
controlled trial. BMJ Open. 2012 
Apr 18;2(2):e001080. Print 
2012. 

Hussain S, Adams C, Mechulan 
A, Leong-Sit P, Kiaii B. Minimally 
invasive robotically assisted re-
pair of atrial perforation from a 
pacemaker lead. Int J Med Ro-
bot. 2012 Jun;8(2):243-6. doi: 
10.1002/rcs.459. Epub 2012 Feb 
27. 

Kiaii B, Fox S, Swinamer SA, 
Rayman R, Higgins J, Cleland 

A, Fernandes P, MacDonald J, 
Dobkowski WB, Stitt L, Novick 
RJ, Singh B, Bureau Y, Sum-
mers K. The early inflamma-
tory response in a mini-car-
diopulmonary bypass system: 
a prospective randomized 
study. Innovations (Phila). 2012 
Jan;7(1):23-32. 

Kiefer P, Seeburger, J, Ender J, 
Vollroth M, Noack T, Chu MW, 
Mohr FW, Holzhey DM. Reop-
erative transapical aortic valve 
implantation for early structural 
valve deterioration of a Sapien 
XT valve. Submitted to ATS, 

Ko DT, Guo H, Wijeysundera 
HC, Zia MI, Džavík V, Chu MW, 
Fremes SE, Cohen EA, Tu JV. 
Long-term safety and effective-
ness of drug-eluting stents for 
the treatment of saphenous vein 
grafts disease: a population-
based study. JACC Cardiovasc 
Interv. 2011 Sep;4(9):965-73. 
doi: 10.1016/j.jcin.2011.06.009. 

Krimly A, Yan RT, Yan AT, DeY-
oung JP, Gallo R, Steg G, Eikel-
boom J, Gore JM, Fox KA, Fitch-
ett D, Quantz MA, Goodman 
SG. Use of clopidogrel post-
coronary artery bypass surgery 
in canadian patients with acute 
coronary syndromes. Can J Car-
diol. 2011 Nov-Dec;27(6):711-5. 
Epub 2011 Aug 27. 

Kumbharathi RB, Taneja R, Meh-
ra R, Quantz MA, Guo LR, Bain-
bridge DT. Evaluation of tricus-
pid and pulmonary valves using 
epicardial and transesophageal 
echocardiography--a compara-
tive study. J Cardiothorac Vasc 
Anesth. 2012 Feb;26(1):32-8. 
Epub 2011 Sep 1. 

Lamy A, Novick RJ, et al. Off-
pump or on-pump coronary-
artery bypass grafting at 30 
days. N Engl J Med. 2012 Apr 
19;366(16):1489-97. Epub 2012 
Mar 26. 

Lang P, Peters TM, Kiaii B, Chu 
MW. The critical role of imag-
ing navigation and guidance in 
transcatheter aortic valve im-
plantation. J Thorac Cardiovasc 
Surg. 2012 Jun;143(6):1241-3. 
Epub 2012 Mar 7. 

Lang P, Seslija P, Chu MW, Bain-
bridge D, Guiraudon GM, Jones 
DL, Peters TM. US-fluoroscopy 
registration for transcath-
eter aortic valve implantation. 
IEEE Trans Biomed Eng. 2012 
May;59(5):1444-53. Epub 2012 
Feb 28. 

Linte CA, Cho DS, Wedlake C, 
Moore J, Chen E, Bainbridge D, 
Patel R, Peters T, Kiaii BB. Inves-
tigating Perioperative Heart Mi-
gration During Robot-Assisted 
Coronary Artery Bypass Graft-
ing Interventions. Innovations 
(Phila). 2011 Sep;6(5):323-330. 

Losenno KL, Gelinas JJ, John-
son M, Chu MW. Defining the 
Efficacy of Aortic Root Enlarge-
ment Procedures: A Compara-
tive Analysis of Surgical Tech-
niques. Can J Cardiol. 2012 Jun 
19. [Epub ahead of print]. 

Losenno KL, Goodman R, Chu 
MWA. Bicuspid Aortic Valve 
Disease and Ascending Aortic 
Aneurysms: Gaps in Knowledge. 
Cardiol Research and Practice 
March 2012, in press. 

Moore K, Kakani N, Chu MWA. 
Challenging management of a 

complex distal aortic arch pseu-
doaneurysm following previous 
aortic dissection repair.  Inter-
act. Cardiovasc Thorac Surg 
2012;15:188-90. 

Nagpal AD, Manji F, Lenssen 
L, Schultz V, Novick RJ, Kao R. 
Cheyne-Stokes Respiration due 
to chronic heart failure abates 
with Coronary artery revascu-
larization. Can J Cardiol. 2012 
Mar-Apr;28(2):245.e9-245.e11. 
Epub 2012 Jan 20. 

Nakamura Y, Kiaii B, Chu MW. 
Minimally invasive surgical ther-
apies for atrial fibrillation. ISRN 
Cardiol. 2012;2012:606324. 
Epub 2012 May 16. 

Saito A, Novick RJ, Kiaii B, McK-
enzie FN, Quantz M, Pflugfelder 
P, Fisher G, Chu MWA. Early and 
Late Outcomes after Cardiac 
ReTransplantation. Accepted 
for publication August 2011, in 
press Can J Surg. 

Book Chapters
Chu MWA. Total arch replace-
ment in patients with aortic 
dissection with the isolated left 
vertebral artery. ATS review: 
Mar 2012. 

Chu MWA. A simple method of 
left ventricular reconstruction 
without cardiopulmonary by-
pass for anteroapical aneurysm. 
CJS review: Oct 2011. 

Influences of Secondary Hyper-
parathyroidism on Myocardial 
Hypertrophy in Dialysis-depen-
dent Patients Undergoing Aortic 
Valve Replacement for Aortic 
Valve Stenosis. ATS review. 2011 
Aug. 
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Division of General Surgery

The Division of General Surgery ended 2012 and 
began 2013 with a stunning international devel-
opment in the surgical treatment of liver cancer. 
“Dr. Roberto Hernandez-Alejandro has intro-
duced a novel two-staged hepatectomy, referred 
to as the ALPPS procedure,” explains Dr. Ken 
Leslie, Chair/Chief, Division of General Surgery.  
“This was a surgical first in Canada and his early 
and significant success has resulted in national 
media coverage and international consultative 
calls.”  

Dr. Roberto Hernandez is the Surgical Director of 
the Liver Transplant Unit at London Health Sci-
ences Centre and was elected to the Education 
Committee of the International Liver Transplan-
tation Society in 2012.  He sits on the Grants and 
Awards Committee of the Canadian Society of 
Transplantation and is a board member of the 
Trillium Gift of Life.  “Dr. Hernandez’s contribu-
tions exemplify the Division’s commitment to 
patient care, teaching, and research at the local, 
national and international levels,” notes Dr. Leslie.

Dr. Leslie also lauded three members of the Divi-
sion of General Surgery who were awarded the 
Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal in 
2012 in recognition of outstanding Canadians in 
the Queen’s 60th Year as Monarch.  Dr. Christo-
pher Schlachta was awarded a Medal based on 
his research in simulation-based training for lap-
aroscopic and robotic surgery; Dr. William Wall 
received a Medal for his work in transplant sur-
gery throughout his career; and Dr. Vivian McAli-
ster received the Medal from Surgeon General 

Brigadier-General Bernier for his outstanding 
commitment and performance in both his mili-
tary and civilian career.  

“Dr. McAlister was appointed the Co-Editor in 
Chief of the Canadian Journal of Surgery in 2012.  
However, he is also well known for his great ser-
vice to our country through multiple deploy-
ments to Afghanistan”, adds Dr. Leslie.  “He is 
now working with local surgeons in Afghanistan 
to develop training programs and curriculum – 
internationalization at a greatly needed, sustain-
ability-oriented level.”  Dr. McAlister’s nomination 
for the Teasdale-Cordy Humanitarian Award from 
the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Canada is certainly well deserved.  

In July 2012, the Minister of Health, the Honor-
able Leona Aglukkaq, highlighted the success of 
a CIHR-funded project carried out by Dr. Muriel 
Brackstone.  Working with Pamela Zabel, Lawson 
Research Institute, the researchers developed a 
new imaging agent that dramatically reduces the 
amount of the isotope Technetium-99m used in 
the imaging of breast cancer tumors.  Dr. Brack-
stone is also the Medical Director of the Breast 
Care Centre at St. Joseph’s Health Care, London.  
“Dr. Brackstone is another visionary in the Divi-
sion of General Surgery whose research has a 
direct and immediate positive impact on patient 
care,” observes Dr. Leslie.

The Division of General Surgery’s reputation for 
excellence in teaching was reinforced with full ac-
creditation of the residency program by the Roy-
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al College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada 
in 2012.  The Foundations of Surgery Program, led 
by Dr. Michael Ott, was also granted full accredi-
tation.  “We were very pleased not only with this 
outstanding achievement but with comments 
from our external reviewers that we have the best 
General Surgery training program in Canada,” 
clarifies Dr. Leslie.  “It was especially noteworthy 
that our two key leaders in Surgical Education 
also received awards in 2012.  Dr. Michael Ott was 
the recipient of the Canadian Association of Med-
ical Education Certificate of Merit for outstanding 
contribution to surgical education; and Dr. Brian 
Taylor, Associate Director of Surgical Education – 
UGE, was awarded the National John Provan Out-
standing Canadian Surgical Educator Award by 
the Canadian Undergraduate Surgery Education 
Committee in 2012.”

Members of the Division of General Surgery ad-
ditionally serve in leadership positions in many 
local, national and international societies and as-
sociations.  Dr. Schlachta is on the Board of Gover-
nors for the Society of American Gastrointestinal 
and Endoscopic Surgery (SAGES), the American 
College of Surgeons (ACS), and the International 

Federation of Societies of Endoscopic Surgery (IF-
SES); Dr. Steven Latosinsky is the Vice-President 
of the Canadian Society of Surgical Oncology; Dr. 
Ward Davies is the Vice-Chair of the Exam Board 
of General Surgery; Dr. Patrick Colquhoun leads 
the GI Disease Site Team at London Health Sci-
ences Centre; and Dr. Chris Vinden is President of 
the Ontario Association of General Surgeons.

“Members of the Division of General Surgery 
have an incredible impact on our subspecialty 
in patient care, teaching, research, and service 
throughout the world,” explains Dr. Leslie.  “We are 
looking forward to building on our achievements 
throughout 2013 and beyond.”

“In my short time as the leader of General Sur-
gery, Dr. Denstedt has provided great mentorship 
and support for my role.  His advice and guidance 
is invaluable,” concludes Dr. Leslie. “Dr. Denstedt 
has provided excellent mentorship to all Chairs 
and to all the recruits to the Department over his 
tenure. This mentorship will provide the basis for 
continued excellence in the Division and Depart-
ment of surgery.”

Resident Accomplishments

Farouq Manji is the Junior 
Resident recipient and Maritza 
Swart is the Senior Resident re-
cipient of the Class of Meds '49 
Award for Excellence in Teach-
ing by residents for 2011-2012. 

This award was established by 
the Class of Meds '49 to recog-
nize and reward residents with 
exceptional teaching ability and 
who have made significant con-
tributions to the undergraduate 
medical education of clinical 

clerks.

Maritza Swart is the resident 
recipient of the Department 
of Surgery Resident Teaching 
Award for 2011-2012.

Awards and Achievements

Taylor, Brian.  John Provan Out-
standing Canadian Surgical 
Educator Award. Recognizing 
outstanding contributions to 
undergraduate surgical educa-
tion in Canada. Canadian Un-

“Members of the Division of  
General Surgery have an incredible 
impact on our subspecialty in  
patient care, teaching, research, 
and service throughout the world.”  

- Dr. Ken Leslie

Dr. Ken Leslie, Chair/Chief,  
Division of General Surgery
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dergraduate Surgical Education 
Committee, Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada

Gray, Daryl.  Division of Surgical 
Oncology Award for Academic 
Excellence, University of West-
ern Ontario, London, Ontario, 
Canada

Hernandez-Alejandro, Roberto. 
CST Clinical Trainee Award, For 
abstract, “Should the Worst 
Organ Go to the Least Sick Pa-
tient?: MELD and Donor Risk 
Index as Predictors of Early Al-
lograft Dysfunction.” Canadian 
Society of Transplantation, Que-
bec City, Quebec, Canada

Hernandez-Alejandro, Roberto.  
Resident Mentor Award, In rec-
ognition of commitment and 
dedication to the training and 
mentoring of young surgeons, 
Schulich School of Medicine & 
Dentistry, Department of Sur-
gery, Division of General Sur-
gery, London, Ontario, Canada

Brackstone, Muriel.  Excellence 
in Oncology - Academics, Uni-
versity of Western Ontario, Sur-
gical Oncology, London, Ontario, 
Canada

Ott, Michael.  JH Duff Teacher 
of the Year, Schulich School of 
Medicine & Dentistry, Depart-
ment of Surgery, Division of 
General Surgery, London, On-
tario, Canada

McAlister, Vivian.  Surgeon Gen-
eral’s Commendation, Award for 
Excellence, Canadian Forces, 
Department of National De-
fence, Canada

McAlister, Vivian.  General Cam-
paign Star – SOUTH-WEST 
ASIA (GCS-SWA), Service in 
operations in the presence of an 
armed enemy. Government of 
Canada.

Wall, William.  Ontario Medical 
Association Life Membership 
Award, Lifetime Member - OMA, 
General Surgery, London, On-
tario, Canada

Wall, William. Clerkship Out-
standing Faculty Teaching 
Award. Schulich School of Medi-
cine & Dentistry, Department of 
Surgery, Division of General Sur-
gery, Ontario, Canada

Publications

Alkhamesi N, Martin J, Schlach-
ta CM. Cost efficiency of 
laparoscopic versus open co-
lon surgery in a tertiary care 
center. Surg Endosc. 2011 
Nov;25(11):3597-604. Epub 
2011 Jun 8. (Trainee Publica-
tion), 

Boileau JF, Simmons C, Clem-
ons M, Gandhi S, Lee J, Chia 
SK, Basik M, Provencher L, Un-
tch M, Brackstone M. Extend-
ing neoadjuvant care through 
multi-disciplinary collaboration: 
Proceedings from the fourth an-
nual meeting of the Canadian 
Consortium for locally advanced 
breast cancer. Curr Oncol. 2012 
Apr;19(2):106-14. 

Brackstone M, Deakin AS. Ap-
proximations of Time Series. 
ISRN Applied Mathematics. 
2011 Jul; Article ID 321683:1-10. 
doi:10.5402/2011/321683. 

Brisebois R, Hennecke P, Kao R, 
McAlister V, Po J, Stiegelmar R, 
Tien H. Canadian Forces Health 
Services Research Consortium. 
The Role 3 Multinational Medi-
cal Unit at Kandahar Airfield 
2005-2010. Can J Surg. 2011 
Dec;54(6):S124-9. 70, Impact 
Factor: 1, 

Chang HH, Leeper WR, Chan G, 
Quan D, Driman DK. Infarct-like 
necrosis: a distinct form of ne-
crosis seen in colorectal carci-
noma liver metastases treated 
with perioperative chemother-
apy. Am J Surg Pathol. 2012 
Apr;36(4):570-6. 

Claydon E, McAlister VC. The life 
of John Wishart (1850-1926): 
study of an academic surgi-
cal career prior to the Flexner 
Report. World J Surg. 2012 
Mar;36(3):684-8. 

Croome KP, Marotta P, Wall WJ, 
Dale C, Levstik MA, Chandok N, 
Hernandez-Alejandro R. Should 
a lower quality organ go to the 
least sick patient? Model for 
end-stage liver disease score 
and donor risk index as predic-
tors of early allograft dysfunc-
tion. Transplant Proc. 2012 
Jun;44(5):1303-6.  

Domes TS, Colquhoun PH, Tay-
lor B, Izawa JI, House AA, Luke 
PP, Izawa JI. Total pelvic exen-

teration for rectal cancer: out-
comes and prognostic factors. 
Can J Surg. 2011 Dec;54(6):387-
93.

Goldberg A, Pautler SE, Harle 
C, Dennis A, Rachinsky I, Dhir 
A, Boyle S, McAlister V, Van 
Uum S. Giant cystic pheochro-
mocytoma containing high 
concentrations of catechol-
amines and metanephrines. 
J Clin Endocrinol Metab. 2011 
Aug;96(8):2308-9. 

Hernandez-Alejandro R, 
Croome KP, Quan D, Mawardi 
M, Chandok N, Dale C, McAli-
ster V, Levstik MA, Wall W, Ma-
rotta P. Increased risk of severe 
recurrence of hepatitis C virus 
in liver transplant recipients of 
donation after cardiac death al-
lografts. Transplantation. 2011 
Sep 27;92(6):686-9. 

Hernandez-Alejandro R, Wall W, 
Jevnikar A, Luke P, Sharpe M, 
Russell D, Gangji A, Cole E, Kim 
SJ, Selzner M, Keshavjee S, He-
bert D, Prasad GV, Baker A, Knoll 
G, Winterbottom R, Pagliarello 
G, Payne C, Zaltzman J. Organ 
donation after cardiac death: 
donor and recipient outcomes 
after the first three years of the 
Ontario experience. Can J An-
aesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):599-605. 
Epub 2011 May 3. 

Huang J, Hernandez-Alejandro 
R, Croome KP, Zeng Y, Wu H, 
Chen Z. Hepatic Resection for 
Huge (>15cm) Multinodular 
HCC with Macrovascular Inva-
sion. J Surg Res. 2012 May 15. 
[Epub ahead of print]. 

Hundt H, Fleming JC, Phillips 
JT, Lawendy A, Gurr KR, Bailey 
SI, Sanders D, Bihari R, Gray D, 
Parry N, Bailey CS, Badhwar A. 
Assessment of hepatic inflam-
mation after spinal cord injury 
using intravital microscopy. In-
jury. 2011 Jul;42(7):691-6. Epub 
2011 Jan 26. 

Jiang N, Zhang X, Zheng X, 
Chen D, Siu Kingsun, Shun-
nar A, Zhang, Y, Li, R, Ichim, R, 
Quan D, Jevnikar A, Chen G, 
Min WP. A novel in vivo siRNA 
delivery system specifically 
targeting liver cells for the 
treament of ConA-induced ful-
minant hepatitis. PLoS One. 
2012;7(9):e44138. doi: 10.1371/

journal.pone.0044138. Epub 
2012 Sep 6. 

Jiang N, Zhang X, Zheng X, Chen 
D, Zhang Y, Siu LK, Xin HB, Li R, 
Zhao R, Riordan N, Ichim TE, 
Quan D. Targeted gene silenc-
ing of TLR4 using nanoparticles 
for preventing liver ischemia 
reperfusion injury. Am J Trans-
plant. 2011 Sep;11(9):1835-
44. doi: 10.1111/j.1600-
6143.2011.03660.x. Epub 2011 
Jul 27. 

Kidane B, Madani AM, Vogt K, 
Girotti M, Malthaner RA, Parry 
NG. The use of prophylactic in-
ferior vena cava filters in trauma 
patients: a systematic review. 
Injury. 2012 May;43(5):542-7. 
Epub 2012 Mar 3. 

Latosinsky S, Berrang TS, Cut-
ter CS, George R, Olivotto I, 
Julian TB, Hayashi A, Baliski 
C, Croshaw RL, Erb KM, Chen 
J. Members of CAGS/ACS Evi-
dence Based Reviews in Surgery 
Group. CAGS and ACS Evidence 
Based Reviews in Surgery. 40. 
Axillary dissection versus no 
axillary dissection in women 
with invasive breast cancer and 
sentinel node metastasis. Can J 
Surg. 2012 Feb;55(1):66-9. 

Latosinsky S, Cheifetz RE, Wilke 
LG; Members of the Evidence-
Based Reviews in Surgery 
Group. Survival Analysis of 
Cancer Risk Reduction Strat-
egies for BRCA1/2 Mutation 
Carriers. J Am Coll Surg. 2011 
Sep;213(3):447-50. 

Lessard L, Bach D, Wall W, Luke 
PP. Intrahepatic extension of re-
nal cell carcinoma tumor throm-
bus causing Budd-Chiari syn-
drome. Can Urol Assoc J. 2011 
Dec;5(6):383-4. doi: 10.5489/
cuaj.11196. 

Martin KL, Vogt KN, Girotti MJ, 
Stewart TC, Parry NG. Drug 
use and screening in pediatric 
trauma. Ther Drug Monit. 2011 
Aug;33(4):439-42. 

Martin KL, Weir M, Engbers PB, 
Taylor B. Recurrent appendici-
tis after appendectomy. CMAJ. 
2012 Jan 10;184(1):E83. Epub 
2011 Nov 14. 

Mawardi M, Aba Alkhail F, Kata-
da K, Levstik M, Quan D, Wall W, 
Marotta P, Hernandez-Alejandro 
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Dr. Roberto Hernandez-Alejandro 
performs the ALPPS procedure.
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R. The clinical consequences of 
utilizing donation after cardiac 
death liver grafts into hepatitis 
C recipients. Hepatol Int. 2011 
Sep;5(3):830-3. Epub 2011 Jan 
15. 

Nouh T, Boutros M, Gagnon R, 
Reid S, Leslie K, Pace D, Pitt D, 
Walker R, Schiller D, MacLean 
A, Hameed M, Fata P, Charlin 
B, Meterissian SH. The script 
concordance test as a measure 
of clinical reasoning: a national 
validation study. Am J Surg. 
2012 Apr;203(4):530-4. 

Pannell D, Brisebois R, Talbot M, 
Trottier V, Clement J, Garraway 
N, McAlister V, Tien HC. Causes 
of Death in Canadian Forces 
Members Deployed to Afghani-
stan and Implications on Tacti-
cal Combat Casualty Care Pro-
vision. J Trauma. 2011 Nov;71(5 
Suppl 1):S401-7. 

Quan D, Gallinger S, Nhan C, 
Auer RA, Biagi JJ, Fletcher GG, 
Law CH, Moulton CA, Ruo L, 
Wei AC, McLeod RS; Surgical 
Oncology Program at Cancer 
Care Ontario. The role of liver 
resection for colorectal cancer 
metastases in an era of mul-
timodality treatment: A sys-
tematic review. Surgery. 2012 
Jun;151(6):860-70. Epub 2012 
Feb 7. 

Qureshi A, Vergis A, Jimenez 
C, Green J, Pryor A, Schlachta 
CM, Okrainec A. MIS training 
in Canada: a national survey of 
general surgery residents. Surg 
Endosc. 2011 Sep;25(9):3057-
65. Epub 2011 Apr 22. (Trainee 
Publication), 

Racz JM, Davies W. Severe stric-
turing Crohn’s disease of the 
duodenum: A case report and 
review of surgical options. Int J 
Surg Case Rep. 2012;3(7):242-
5. Epub 2012 Mar 23. 

Shah K, Pirie S, Compton L, 
McAlister V, Church B, Kao R. 
Utilization profile of the trauma 
intensive care unit at the Role 
3 Multinational Medical Init at 
Kandahar Airfield between May 
1 and Oct. 15, 2009. Can J Surg. 
2011 Dec;54(6):S130-4. 20, Im-
pact Factor: 1, 

Shankar N, Albasheer M, Ma-
rotta P, Wall W, McAlister V, 
Chandok N. Do older patients 
utilize excess health care re-
sources after liver transplan-
tation? Ann Hepatol. 2011 Oct 
1;10(4):477-81. 

Shankar N, Marotta P, Wall W, 
Albasheer M, Hernandez-Ale-
jandro R, Chandok N. Defining 
Readmission Risk Factors for 
Liver Transplantation Recipi-
ents. Gastroenterol Hepatol (N 
Y). 2011 Sep;7(9):585-590. 

Sowerby RJ, Sowerby LJ, 
Vinden C. A sticky situa-
tion: management of spray 
polyurethane foam insula-
tion in body orifices. CJEM. 
2011 Nov;13(6):404-8. doi: 
10.2310/8000.2011.110291. 

Stewart TC, Polgar D, Gillil-
and J, Tanner DA, Girotti MJ, 
Parry N, Fraser DD. Shaken 
Baby Syndrome and a Tri-
ple-Dose Strategy for Its 
Prevention. J Trauma. 2011 
Dec;71(6):1801-7 DOI: 10.1097/
TA.0b013e31823c484a. 

Temple LK, Buie WD, Ellis CN, 
Schlachta CM, Members of 
the Evidence Based Reviews in 
Surgery Group. Canadian As-
sociation of General Surgeons, 
the American College of Sur-
geons, the Canadian Society 
of Colorectal Surgeons and 
the American Society of Colon 
and Rectal Surgeons: evidence 
based reviews in surgery-
colorectal surgery. Dis Colon 
Rectum. 2011 Sep;54(9):1202-
4. 

Ullah SM, Bodrogi A, Cristea 
O, Johnson M, McAlister VC. 
Learning surgically oriented 
anatomy in a student-run ex-
tracurricular club: An educa-
tion through recreation ini-
tiative. Anat Sci Educ. 2012 
May;5(3):165-70. doi: 10.1002/
ase.1273. Epub 2012 Mar 20. 

Vanstone M, Chow W, Lester L, 
Ainsworth P, Nisker J, Brack-
stone M. Recognizing BRCA 
Gene Mutation Risk Subse-
quent to Breast Cancer Di-
agnosis in Southwestern On-
tario. Can Fam Physician. 2012 
May;58(5):e258-66. 

Vasefi F, Najiminaini M, Ng 
E, Chamson-Reig A, Kamin-
ska B, Brackstone M, Carson J. 
Trans-illumination hyperspec-
tral imaging for histopatho-
logical examination of excised 
tissue. J Biomed Opt. 2011 
Aug;16(8):086014. 

Vogt KN, Van Koughnett JA, 
Dubois L, Gray DK, Parry NG. 
The use of trauma transfusion 
pathways for blood component 
transfusion in the civilian popu-

lation: A systematic review and 
meta-analysis. Transfus Med. 
2012 Jun;22(3):156-66. 

Ward CDW, Trejos AL, Na-
ish MD, Patel RV, Schlachta 
CM. The WHaSP: A Wireless 
Hands-Free Surgical Pointer 
for Minimally Invasive Surgery. 
IEEE Trans Mechatronics. 2012 
Jun;17(3):434-42 DOI: 10.1109/
TMECH.2012.2188721. 

Book Chapters 

McAlister V, Kao R, Church B, 
Besemann M, Stiegelmar R. 
Composite tissue allotrans-
plantation to treat veterans 
with complex amputation in-
juries. In: Aiken AB, Belanger 
SAH, editors. Shaping the 
future: military and veteran 
health research. Kingston (Can-
ada); Canadian Defence Acade-
my Press. 2011. p. 32-37. (ISBN 
978-1-100-194080-7). 

McAlister V, Kao R, Church B, 
Stiegelmar R. The Role of Sur-
gery in Building Resilience to 
Blast Attacks. NATO Research 
& Technology Organisation 
RTO-MP-HFM-207. 2011; KN4: 
1-3. http://works.bepress.com/
vivianmcalister/123. 

Vogt KN, Van Koughnett JA, 
Dubois L, Gray DK, Parry NG. 
The use of trauma transfusion 
pathways for blood component 
transfusion in the civilian popu-
lation: a systematic review and 
meta-analysis. Transfus Med. 
2012 Jun;22(3):156-66. doi: 
10.1111/j.1365-3148.2012.01150.x. 
Epub 2012 Apr 10.

Dr. Christopher 
Schlachta

The Ontario Minister of Health, 
the Honorable Deb Matthews 
and Dr. Muriel Brackstone
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World-Renowned for Surgical Excellence and  
International Collaboration

Division of Orthopaedic Surgery

The Division of Orthopaedic Surgery, Western 
University, has an international reputation for 
excellence.  “This is a crucial element to our suc-
cess,” describes Dr. James Roth, Chair/Chief, 
Division of Orthopaedic Surgery. “International 
relationships enlighten and strengthen our own 
systems and practices locally; while directly im-
pacting orthopaedic surgery as a subspecialty in 
teaching, research and clinical care.”

The Division is well-known for a large number of 
international fellows who compete for coveted 
spaces in Arthroplasty, the Hand and Upper Limb 
Centre, Paediatrics, Sports Medicine, Trauma, 
and Spine.  Recent fellows have come from the 
UK, China, Saudi Arabia, Switzerland, Australia, 
New Zealand, and Canada.  In addition, the Di-
vision hosts Travelling Fellows from around the 
world for advanced research and training oppor-

“International relationships 
enlighten and strengthen 
our own systems and  
practices locally; while  
directly impacting  
orthopaedic surgery as a 
subspecialty in teaching,  
research and clinical care.” 
- Dr. James Roth

Dr. James Roth
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tunities.  The most recent Travelling Fellows came 
from Great Britain, New Zealand, Australia, and 
South Africa.  “Our global network of trainees, 
researchers, and clinicians often starts with our 
strong training programs.”  Dr. Roth adds, “This 
had led to many fruitful international research re-
lationships and recruitment of outstanding fac-
ulty.”

Dr. Roth is very pleased with the Division’s new-
est members recruited in 2012:  Dr. Brent Lant-
ing (Arthroplasty), Dr. Ted Vasarhelyi (Arthro-
plasty), and Dr. Alan Getgood (Sports Medicine).  
“These stellar individuals complement our exist-
ing strengths with expanded expertise in biome-
chanics, computer-assisted surgery, and carti-
lage biology,” explains Dr. Roth.  “The opening of 
the new Mechatronics Lab – a shared effort by 
Engineering, Biomedical Engineering, the Law-
son Health Research Institute and the Depart-

ment of Surgery – will also provide an outstand-
ing facility for our clinicians and researchers to 
work collaboratively on exciting research coming 
forward in 2013.”

The Divisions impressive results in research in 
2012 include a $2.5M award from CIHR to Drs. 
Joy MacDermid and Ruby Grewal for their work 
on distal radius fracture management; and 
$649,806 to Dr. David Holdsworth from CIHR for 
his work on real-time microscopy during high-
frequency mechanostimulation of living cells.  
The total grant funds awarded to Division mem-
bers in 2012 approached $3.4M.  

Among national highlights of 2012 include Dr. 
Robert Bourne being invested as a Member of 
the Order of Canada and Dr. Cecil Rorabeck be-
ing invested as an Officer of the Order of Canada 
in November 2012.  Dr. Bourne, the former Divi-

Dr. James Roth passed away unexpectedly on Feb-
ruary 1, 2013. As his statements show, he was ex-
tremely proud of the Division of Orthopaedic Sur-
gery at Western University and worked tirelessly 
on its behalf. He will be greatly missed by all who 
knew him and had the pleasure of working with 
him. The entire faculty of the Orthopaedics Divi-
sion is committed to the success of our program, 
and maintaining our national and international 
reputation of excellence. 
~ Dr. Steven MacDonald, Acting Chair/Chief, Divi-
sion of Orthopaedic Surgery

Dr. Steven MacDonald, Acting Chair/Chief, 
Division of Orthopaedic Surgery
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sion Chair/Chief was appointed in recognition 
of his work that improved the quality of hip and 
knee prosthetics; and Dr. Rorabeck was named in 
recognition for the field of orthopaedic medicine, 
particularly in the area of joint replacement, and 
for his leadership within his professional commu-
nity.  Dr. Rorabeck takes the reigns of the Royal 
College of Physicians and Surgeons in early 2013.  
“Division members have a longstanding tradition 
of national leadership,” observes Dr. Roth.  “We 
are thrilled at this high level of recognition for 
Drs. Bourne and Rorabeck in 2012-13.”

Many faculty in the Division of Orthopaedic 
Surgery are also involved with national and in-
ternational societies.  Division members pro-
vided more than 300 national and international 
presentations in 2012.  Dr. Marie-Eve LeBel was 
awarded the Canadian-French-Belgian-Swiss 
Travelling Fellowship from the Canadian Ortho-
paedic Association and Dr. George Athwal was 
awarded the American Shoulder and Elbow Sur-
geons European Exchange Fellowship from the 
American Shoulder and Elbow Surgeons.  “These 
exchanges are incredible opportunities for learn-
ing and teaching and it is an honour to have so 
many of our faculty awarded travelling fellow-
ships on a regular basis,” remarks Dr. Roth.

Dr. Roth also recognized Dr. John Denstedt for 
his tremendous contributions as Chair/Chief, 
Department of Surgery that were instrumental 
in the Division’s growth and development over 
the past eleven years. “Dr. Denstedt’s leadership 
has been essential in all of our endeavours,” adds 
Dr. Roth.  “From his international initiatives to his 
support of our new Graduate Program in Sur-
gery, Dr. Denstedt has advanced the Department 
immeasurably in his role as Chair/Chief.”

It is a privilege to share these words with you 
taken from an interview with Dr. Roth in late De-
cember 2012.  His unexpected passing has left an 
enormous void in the Division of Orthopaedic Sur-
gery and the Department of Surgery.  Truly an ex-
ceptional leader himself, Dr. Roth published in the 
peer-reviewed literature widely; established the 
internationally renowned Hand and Upper Limb 
Centre at St. Joseph’s Health Care London; cared 
for thousands of patients; taught and mentored 
a generation of surgeons; and was a cherished 
friend to all who knew him.  He will be profoundly 
missed.
~ Dinah Frank, Administrative Officer,  
Department of Surgery

“Our global network of trainees, 
researchers, and clinicians often 
starts with our strong training 
programs.” - Dr. James Roth
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Awards and Achievements

Athwal, George.  Clinical Sci-
entist Award, Department of 
Surgery, University of Western 
Ontario 

Athwal, George.  Dean’s Award 
of Excellence, Schulich School 
of Medicine & Dentistry, Univer-
sity of Western Ontario

Athwal, George.  American 
Shoulder and Elbow Surgeons 
European Exchange Fellowship, 
American Shoulder and Elbow 
Surgeons

Bailey, Christopher.  Clinical Sci-
entist, Department of Surgery, 
Schulich School of Medicine 
and Dentistry, Clinical Scientist, 
University of Western Ontario

Faber, Kenneth.  Surgery Clerk-
ship Teaching Award, UWO, 
Schulich School of Medicine & 
Dentistry, Department of Sur-
gery, Division of Orthopaedic 
Surgery

Howard, James.  Howie Cam-
eron Award for Excellence in 
Resident Education, Division of 
Orthopaedic Surgery, Univer-
sity of Western Ontario, London, 
Ontario, Canada

King, Graham.  Achievement 
Award, For Educational Service 
to American Academy of Ortho-
pedic Surgeons (AAOS)

MacDonald, Steven.  CH Rora-
beck Award, Awarded by resi-
dents to the consultant for best 
intraoperative teaching in the 
Orthopaedics program

Willits, Kevin.  UWO Students’ 
Council Teaching Honour Roll 
Award of Excellence, Univer-
sity of Western Ontario Student 
Council, Schulich School of 
Medicine & Dentistry

Publications

Albietz JS, Rosasarellano P, 
Fleming JC, Gurr KR, Bailey SI, 
Bailey CS. An anatomic study 
of the interspinous space of the 
lumbosacral spine. Eur Spine 
J. 2012 Jan;21(1):145-8. Epub 
2011 Aug 19. 

Armitage M, Elkinson I, Giles 
J, Athwal GS. An Anatomic 
Assessment of the Coracoid 

Process with Special Refer-
ence to the Congruent Arc 
Latarjet. Arthroscopy. 2011 
Nov;27(11):1485-9. Epub 2011 
Sep 15. 

Athwal GS, Ramsey ML, Stein-
mann SP, Moriatis Wolf J. Frac-
tures and dislocations of the el-
bow: a return to the basics. Instr 
Course Lect. 2011;60:199-214. 

Athwal GS, Rouleau DM, Mac-
Dermid JC, King GJ. Contra-
lateral Elbow Radiographs can 
Reliably Diagnose Radial Head 
Implant Over-lengthening. J 
Bone Joint Surg Am. 2011 Jul 
20;93(14):1339-46. 

Austman RL, King GJ, Dun-
ning CE. Bone stresses before 
and after insertion of two com-
mercially available distal ulnar 
implants using finite element 
analysis. J Orthop Res. 2011 
Sep;29(9):1418-23. 

Bailey CS, Fehlings MG, Ramp-
ersaud YR, Hall H, Wai EK, Fish-
er CG. Industry and evidence-
based medicine: Believable or 
conflicted? A systematic review 
of the surgical literature. Can J 
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Elsevier Churchill Livingstone. 
Edinburgh. 45-66, 2012. 

Chan RKW, King GJW. The Man-
agement of Failed Total Elbow 
Arthroplasty. Operative Elbow 
Surgery. Stanley D and Trail 
IA (ed), Elsevier Churchill Liv-
ingstone. Edinburgh. 665-694, 
2012. 

Danesh-Clough T, MacDonald 
SJ. Ch. 6: Indications for Revi-
sion Total Hip Arthroplasty. In: 
Berry D, Trousdale R, Dennis D, 
Paprosky W, editors. Revision 
Total Hip and Knee Arthroplas-
ty. Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott 
Williams & Wilkins; 2012. p. 64-
74. 

Drosdowech D, Faber K, Athwal 
G. The role of Reverse Shoul-
der Arthroplasty for Proximal 
Humeral Fracture. Canadian 
Orthopedic Association Bulletin 
(Summer Edition). 

Getgood A, Giffin JR. Osteoto-
mies about the knee. In: Chen 
AL, DiNubile NA, Hawkins RJ, 
Tokish JT (eds). Orthopaedic 
Care of the Mature Athlete. 
Rosemont: American Acad-
emy of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 
2012:457-474. 

Getgood A, Giffin R. Osteoto-
mies about the knee. In Care of 
the mature athlete. AAOS Publi-
cations. In Press. 2011. 

Grewal R, MacDermid JC. 
Randomized Trials Reporting 
Checklists. Clinical Research 
for Surgeons: Advanced Con-
cepts in Clinical Research.  Edi-
tors Mohit Bhandari and Bern 
Robioneck. Thieme, Stuttgart, 
Germany. Chapter 28 page 183-
192, 2012. 

Grewal R. Carpal Tunnel Syn-
drome. Ch 4 - HAND: Carpal 
Tunnel Syndrome. The Year 
Book of Hand and Upper Limb 
Surgery 2011. J Yao, SP Stein-

mann. Elsevier Mosby, Philadel-
phia PA;2011. pg.26-27. 

Grewal R. Chapter 107: Acute 
Management of Distal Radius 
Fractures. BMJ – Evidence 
Based Orthopedics. 1st edition, 
Section VII.I: Wrist Surgery, pp 
913-22, Wiley-Blackwell Pub-
lishing, UK, Dec 16 2011. 

Grewal R. Chapter 110: Scaph-
oid Fractures. BMJ – Evidence 
Based Orthopedics. 1st edition, 
Section VII.I: Wrist Surgery, pp 
938-945, Wiley-Blackwell Pub-
lishing, UK, Dec 16 2011. 

Grewal R. Distal Radius Frac-
ture. The Year Book of Hand and 
Upper Limb Surgery 2011. J Yao, 
SP Steinmann. Elsevier Mosby, 
Philadelphia PA. Chapter 14, pg 
98-101, 2011. 

Ilia Elkinson, Drosdowech DS. 
Post-Traumatic Avascular Ne-
crosis of the Proximal Humerus 
in Evidence-Based Orthope-
dics. Wiley-Blackwell. 2012 Jan; 
(40) 351-359. 

Longino D, Clerk N, Fowler PJ, 
Giffin JR. Technique in ACL 
Reconstruction: Hamstring 
Reconstruction. In: Bonnin M, 
Amendola A MacDonald S, Bel-
lemans J, Menetray J, (eds) 
Knee Surgery. Paris:  Springer-
Verlag, 2011:195-202. 

MacDermid JC, Grewal R. 
Chapter 108: Prognosis: Pain 
and Disability after Distal Ra-
dius Fracture. BMJ – Evidence 
Based Orthopedics. 1st edi-
tion, Edited by Mohit Bhandari. 
Wiley-Blackwell Publishing Ltd. 
Section VII.I: Wrist Surgery, 
Chapter 108, pg 923-929, 2011. 

MacDonald SJ, Parvizi, Ghanem 
E, Mears DC. Ch. 18: Total Hip 
Arthroplasty in Unusual Medi-
cal and Surgically Challenging 
Conditions. In: Glassman AH, 
Lachiewicz PF, Tanzer M, edi-
tors. Orthopaedic Knowledge 
Update: Hip and Knee Recon-
struction 4. Rosemount: Illinois; 
2011. 

McCalden RW. Technical Con-
siderations, Results and Com-
plications of Mobile-bearing 
UKA: The Knee Joint: Surgical 
Techniques and Strategies. 
Springer, Paris, France. 2011. 

McCalden RW. What is the Role 

of Computer Navigation in 
THR? Evidence-Based Ortho-
pedics. Blackwell Publishing: 
Oxford,UK, 2012. 

Naudie D, Bell TH, McAuley 
JP. Technique of Revision Total 
Knee Arthroplasty: The Patella. 
In: Bonnin M, Amendola NA, 
Bellemans J, MacDonald SJ, 
Menetrey J, editors. The Knee 
Joint: Surgical techniques 
and strategies. Paris, France: 
Springer; 2012 Apr. p 1039-48. 

O’Connor P, MacDonald SJ. 
Ch.23: Antibiotic Cement in 
Total Knee Arthroplasty. In: 
Bhandari M, editors. Evidence-
Based Orthopedics. Oxford, 
UK: Wiley-Blackwell; 2011. doi: 
10.1002/9781444345100.ch23. 

Patterson N, Orec RJ, Naudie D. 
Total Knee Arthroplasty: What 
is the role of high flexion im-
plants vs. conventional design 
implants? In Evidence-Based 
Orthopaedics. Ed. Ghandhi R, 
and Schemitsch E, West Sussix: 
John Wiley & Sons; 2012. p.228-
235. 

Pike J, Grewal R. Chapter 4: 
Thumb Joint Injuries - including 
the CMC joint. Evidence Based 
Medicine - Hand Update 5 
pg.27-40, American Society for 
Surgery of the Hand, Rosemont, 
IL 2011. 

Studer de Oya A, King GJW. To-
tal Elbow Arthroplasty. Arthritis 
of the Hand and Upper Extrem-
ity. Glickel SZ and Bernstein RA 
(ed), American Society Surgery 
Hand, pgs 391-404, Rosemont, 
2011. 

Suh N, Grewal R. Chapter 111: 
Non-Unions of the Scaphoid. 
BMJ – Evidence Based Ortho-
pedics. 1st edition, Section VII.I: 
Wrist Surgery, pp 946-953, 
Wiley-Blackwell Publishing, UK, 
Dec 16 2011. 

Vasarhelyi EM, MacDonald SJ. 
Innovations in total hip replace-
ment for young adult hip dis-
ease. In: Haddad FS, ed. Young 
Adult Hip in Sport. Springer, In 
Press. 2012. 

Vasarhelyi T, MacDonald SJ. Ex-
posure Techniques in Revision 
Total Knee Arthroplasty. Ac-
cepted to Total Knee Replace-
ment, Editor: Rossi. 
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Orthopaedic Surgeons, Dr. George Athwal 
and Dr. David Chess
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“Serving our patients,  
whether locally or 
 globally, builds 
strength into each 
community.”
- Dr. Leslie Scott
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Leaders in Paediatric Surgical Care Locally and 
Globally

Division of Paediatric Surgery

Like the Division itself, internationalization is a 
growing aspect of the Division of Paediatric Sur-
gery.  With 14 Division members from seven sub-
specialties, Dr. Leslie Scott, Chair/Chief, Division 
of Paediatric Surgery, leads a strong and cohesive 
team in the surgical care and treatment of chil-
dren from across southwestern Ontario.  “Serving 
our patients, whether locally or globally, builds 
strength into each community,” Dr. Scott explains.  

In many developing countries, children represent 
over 50% of the population but often lack ad-
equate medical care.  Dr. Timothy Carey has par-
ticipated for three years on a medical mission to 
Ecuador with the Canadian Association of Medi-
cal Teams Abroad (CAMTA) to provide surgical 
treatment for club feet and dislocated hips.  This 
year he will be joined by Dr. Megan Cashin.  On the 
other side of the globe, Dr. Sumit Dave has estab-
lished linkages with paediatric urologists in Ran-
chi, India.  Visiting at least annually, Dr. Dave pro-
vides consultations, visiting lectures, and surgical 

treatment to children with urological disorders.  
These physicians are eager to acquire pediatric 
urological skills and Dr. Dave plans to continue his 
outreach efforts in India with the hopes of creat-
ing opportunities for other paediatric surgeons 
and subspecialties to participate.

Dr. Scott expects international activities to ex-
pand in the Division of Paediatric Surgery, with Di-
vision members taking a leadership role.  Dr. Neil 
Merritt is a member of the Committee for Global 
Paediatric Initiatives as part of the Canadian As-
sociation of Paediatric Surgeons.  “Our successful 
recruitment of new surgeons to the Division has 
allowed for more faculty participation in interna-
tional conferences and there certainly is a great 
deal of interest in the Department and the Uni-
versity’s worldwide initiatives,” explains Dr. Scott.  
“This is an excellent opportunity to showcase our 
success and also to learn from centres where the 
volume and complexity of paediatric surgical cas-
es is much higher than in Canada.”

 “Our successful recruitment of new surgeons to the 
Division has allowed for more faculty participation 
in international conferences and there certainly is 
a great deal of interest in the Department and the  
University’s worldwide initiatives.” - Dr. Leslie Scott

“Serving our patients,  
whether locally or 
 globally, builds 
strength into each 
community.”
- Dr. Leslie Scott
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Dr. Scott is pleased to report on the Division’s 
newest recruit, Dr. Sarah Jones.  An experienced 
paediatric general surgeon and clinical and aca-
demic leader, Dr. Jones shares the Division mem-
bers’ passion for paediatric surgery.  “Dr. Jones 
is a stellar complement to our team,” Dr. Scott 
remarks. “She has a great deal of research expe-
rience in outcome analysis, practice guidelines, 
and benchmarking, which will be key to the Divi-
sion’s resource strategy for the future.”  Dr. Jones 
has also been working on research into paediatric 
surgical training and manpower implications.  Dr. 
Scott believes this has stimulated an interesting 
and important national conversation about the 
allocation of resources to training programs.

The reconstruction of the operating rooms at Chil-
dren’s Hospital, London Health Sciences Centre, 
is another success Dr. Scott highlights this year.  

“This has enabled the creation of a paediatric OR 
within the regular OR with specialized paediatric 
pre- and post-operative care,” she describes.  “Di-
vision members have also worked collaboratively 
to establish dedicated paediatric OR time dur-
ing the day for urgent and emergent cases.  This 
has improved the care and outcome for our most 
critically ill patients – especially babies and small 
children.”

Dr. Scott thanks Dr. Denstedt in his last year as 
Chair/Chief, Department of Surgery.  She notes, 
“Dr. Denstedt’s leadership has raised the aware-
ness and profile of paediatric surgery as an im-
portant surgical subspecialty, which has allowed 
us to flourish and function at a higher level both 
clinically and academically.  This is reflected ev-
ery day in each surgeon’s practice.”

Dr. Leslie Scott, Chair/Chief,  
Division of Paediatric Surgery
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Awards and Achievements

Matic, Damir.  Award for best 
teacher within the Division of 
Plastic and Reconstructive Sur-
gery as judged by the Plastic 
surgery residents, University of 
Western Ontario, London, On-
tario, Canada

Matic, Damir.  Waldo Stavraky 
Teaching Award, Schulich 
School of Medicine & Dentistry, 
Department of Surgery, Division 
of Plastic & Reconstructive Sur-
gery, London, Ontario, Canada

Merritt, Neil.  Surgery Clerkship 
Teaching Award, In recognition 
of being voted the most out-
standing faculty teacher in the 
Division of Paediatric Surgery 
by the Clinical Clerks, University 
of Western Ontario, Schulich 
School of Medicine & Dentistry, 
Department of Surgery, Division 

of Paediatric Surgery, London, 
Ontario, Canada

Publications

Cashin MS, Kelley SP, Douz-
iech JR, Varghese RA, Hamilton 
QP, Mulpuri KK. The levels of 
evidence in pediatric ortho-
paedic journals: where are we 
now? J Pediatr Orthop. 2011 
Sep;31(6):721-5.

Filler G, Gharib M, Casier S, 
Lodige P, Ehrich J, Dave S. Pre-
vention of chronic kidney dis-
ease in spina bifida. Int Urol 
Nephrol. 2012 Jun;44(3):817-27. 
Epub 2011 Jan 13.

Humphrey RJ, Grieci T, Schmidt 
J, Gagnon R, Han V, Bütter A. 
Feasibility of Vesicoamniotic 
Shunt Insertion in an Inanimate 
Model: Comparison of Feto-
scopic and Ultrasound-Guided 

Techniques. Fetal Diagn Ther. 
2011;30(1):48-52. Epub 2011 
Feb 24.

Power SM, Matic DB. Critical 
Analysis of Consecutive Uni-
lateral Cleft Lip Repairs: Deter-
mining Ideal Sample Size. Cleft 
Palate Craniofac J. 2012 Mar 19. 
[Epub ahead of print]. 

Virich G, Girvan D, Merritt 
N. Unusual presentation of 
an Ileal Duplication Cyst. Int 
J Surg Case Rep. 2012 Apr 
21;ISSN 2210-2612, 10.1016/j.
ijscr.2012.03.036.

Wright JG, Li K, Seguin C, Booth 
M, Fitzgerald P, Jones S, Leitch 
KK, Willis B. Are the career 
choices of paediatric residents 
meeting the needs of academic 
centres in Canada? Paediatr 
Child Health. 2012 Jan;17(1):21-
4.

Zhang I, Husein M, Dworschak-
Stokan A, Jung J, Matic DB, Siu 
V, Prasad C, Doyle PC. Neurofi-
bromatosis and velopharyngeal 
insufficiency: is there an associ-
ation? J Otolaryngol Head Neck 
Surg. 2012 Feb;41(1):58-64. 

Book Chapters 

Afshar K, MacNeily A, Dave S. 
Consumer’s guide to urology: 
A Canadian Urological Associa-
tion Office of Education initia-
tive. Contributed in the Pediatric 
Urology chapter.

Carey T. Management of Pre-
mature Physeal Arrest. AAOS 
Monograph: Management of 
Limb Length Discrepancies. R. 
Hardy, J. McCarthy. Ch 17, pp 
137-148.
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At the Forefront of  Global Health and Knowledge 
Translation

Division of Plastic & Reconstructive  
Surgery

As a subspecialty, Plastic Surgery in Canada has 
been at the forefront of Global Health; and the 
Division of Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery at 
Western has been a leader in multiple aspects.  
Dr. Douglas Ross, Chair/Chief, Division of Plastic 
& Reconstructive Surgery and Director, Surgical 
Education, sees international endeavours as cru-
cial learning and teaching opportunities for train-
ees and faculty at all levels.  “Resident exchanges, 
fellowships, medical missions, and international 
meetings help broaden surgical skills on a global 
level which ultimately improves both training and 
patient care.”

Dr. Ross has been a leader in the Department of 
Surgery in establishing a relationship with the 
West China Hospital in Chengdu, China.  Dr. Re-
becca Greer-Bayramoglu (PGY5) spent a month 
in Chengdu on a resident exchange, where she 
learned new techniques and was able to impart 
Canadian knowledge and skills.  Dr. Greer-Bayra-
moglu also spent time in Cambodia with Opera-
tion Rainbow – a Canadian plastic surgical team 
– to train local surgeons and to repair cleft lips 
and palates in developing countries.  

Western’s plastic surgeons continue to be active 
in the formal education of international trainees.  

At the Hand & Upper Limb Centre, trainees from 
Israel, New Zealand, Australia and many other 
countries are common.  Surgeons from the Unit-
ed States and the Philippines will be working with 
Dr. Damir Matic as clinical fellows in 2013 and 
2014. 

As President of the Canadian Society of Plastic 
Surgeons (CSPS), Dr. Ross has been working to 
bring surgeons from overseas to attend the So-
ciety’s annual meeting and stay in Canada for 
a few weeks to study new techniques.  In 2013, 
Sister Justina Najjuka, a Catholic nun and plas-
tic surgeon from Uganda will attend the CSPS 
meeting in Calgary.  In addition, the Society is 
also looking to establish an International Surgery 
Committee to coordinate and facilitate Canadian 
Plastic Surgery Global Health Initiatives.   “These 
international roles are an incredible leadership 
opportunity,” explains Dr. Ross.  “The skills and 
networks our faculty build globally are an invalu-
able enhancement to research and teaching ex-
tending down to the local level.”

Dr. Ross was delighted when Dr. Matic was elect-
ed to a three-year term as the North American 
representative on the AO Technical Commission 
in 2012. This is a Research & Development com-
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mission that approves and directs research in the 
development and implementation of equipment 
used in all forms of facial reconstruction and has 
representatives from Latin America, Asia, and 
Europe. 

Faculty have been noteworthy speakers at confer-
ences around the world in 2012.  Dr. Chris Scilley 
was an invited guest speaker in family physician 
conferences in Mexico, Vietnam, and Cambodia 
on topics such as melanoma and common hand 
injuries.  

Dr. Damir Matic served as an invited international 
faculty member for an AO Principles course in 
craniomaxillofacial trauma in October 2012 in 
Nairobi, Kenya. His lectures focused on manage-
ment of Naso-orbital ethmoid fractures and on 
secondary orbital reconstruction.  In November 

2012, he participated in an international retreat 
in Johannesburg, South Africa looking at improv-
ing the teaching of the management of craniofa-
cial trauma around the world particularly in chal-
lenging places such as the Middle East, Africa, 
and Eastern Europe.  He was also an invited inter-
national faculty member for a real-time webcast 
educational program on “Paediatric Craniofacial 
Surgery” held in Davos, Switzerland and broad-
cast to more than 500 participants around the 
world in Africa, India, Asia, and Eastern Europe.  

With respect to Basic Science, the Division’s Cell 
and Molecular Biology Laboratory of the Hand 
and Upper Limb Centre and colleagues at the 
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Sydney, Australia, 
have established a collaborative effort focused 
on the molecular biology of connective tissue 
disease development in patients with type-2 dia-

“Global outreach is 
a key element of our 
subspecialty and our 
focus in the Division 
of Plastic &  
Reconstructive  
Surgery at Western.”
- Dr. Douglas Ross, Chair/Chief,  
  Division of Plastic & Reconstructive  
  Surgery 
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betes.   Dr. David O’Gorman accepted an initiation 
to join the scientific panel of the International Du-
puytren’s Society as its only Canadian represen-
tative.  

Dr. Arjang Yazdani’s research on the biomechan-
ics of the craniofacial skeleton has expanded in 
partnership with Dr. Tom Jenkyn from the Faculty 
of Engineering.  They are investigating different 
mechanisms for facial fractures and their early 
work has shown a correlation between brain in-
juries and facial fractures.  It is hoped that work 
will lead to innovations in safety such as reduc-
ing concussions.  Dr. Yazdani is also working with 
Dr. Eva Turley on a number of grants assessing 
the use of a novel hylaruronic acid molecule as 
a novel drug delivery system.  They have recent-
ly received a commercialization grant to start a 
phase 1 trial on the use of hyaluronic acid in the 
treatment of radiation dermatitis and have been 
invited to submit a CIHR international grant on 
the use of hyaluronan in chronic inflammatory 
conditions.  

Dr. Ross extends his congratulations to Dr. Bing 
Siang Gan, who was awarded the American Soci-

ety of Plastic Surgeons/Plastic Surgery Founda-
tion of the USA PSF Bernard Sarnat Excellence in 
Grant Writing Award for 2012.

The Division of Plastic Surgery is very apprecia-
tive of the leadership of Dr. John Denstedt over 
the past decade.  “During a period in which finan-
cial pressures continuously constrained hospi-
tals and the University, John was able to foster 
remarkable growth in both faculty and programs.  
During his tenure, the reputation of Surgery at 
Western has strengthened to become a lead-
ing Department across the country,” explains 
Dr. Ross.  Speaking as a division leader, Dr. Ross 
noted that John was always open to new ideas, 
always supportive and particularly encouraging 
for new, young faculty.  As the recent Department 
of Surgery external review noted, these will be big 
shoes to fill. 

“Global outreach is a key element of our subspe-
cialty and our focus in the Division of Plastic & 
Reconstructive Surgery at Western,” concludes 
Dr. Ross.  “There is no question that internation-
alization expands our horizons and enriches our 
experiences as learners, teachers, and leaders.”

“The skills and networks our faculty build 
globally are an invaluable enhancement 
to research and teaching extending down 
to the local level.” - Dr. Douglas Ross
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Awards and Achievements

Gan, Bing.  Surgery Clerkship 
Faculty Teaching Award, For Out-
standing Faculty Teacher, Scope: 
Department, UWO Schulich 
School of Medicine and Den-
tistry, Schulich School of Medi-
cine & Dentistry, Department of 
Surgery, Division of Plastic & Re-
constructive Surgery, London, 
Ontario, Canada

Publications

Moses M, Ranger A, Yazdani A. 
Acute cranial decompression 
in Meckel-Gruber syndrome 
and slit-ventricle syndrome 
with craniocephalic dispropor-
tion. J Craniofac Surg. 2011 
Nov;22(6):2288-91. 

Boyd KU, Wehrli BM, Temple CL. 
Intra-lesional interleukin-2 for 
the treatment of in-transit mela-
noma. J Surg Oncol. 2011 Jul 8. 
doi: 10.1002/jso.21968. [Epub 
ahead of print]. 

Evans RJ, Scilley C. Massive lo-
calized lymphedema: A case se-
ries and literature review. Can J 

Plast Surg. 2011 Fall;19(3):E30-1. 

Fortin AJ, Evans HB, Chu MWA. 
The cardiac implications of 
breast reconstruction using the 
internal mammary artery as 
the recipient vessel. Can J Plast 
Surg. 2012 Spring;20(1):e16-
e18.

Satish L, LaFramboise WA, 
Johnson S, Vi L, Njarlangattil 
A, Raykha C, Krill-Burger JM, 
Gallo PH, O’Gorman DB, Gan BS, 
Baratz ME, Ehrlich GD, Kathju 
S. Fibroblasts from phenotypi-
cally normal palmar fascia ex-
hibit molecular profiles highly 
similar to fibroblasts from active 
disease in Dupuytren’s Contrac-
ture. BMC Med Genomics. 2012 
May 4;5:15. 

Fulton C, Grewal R, Faber KJ, 
Roth J, Gan BS. Outcome analy-
sis of ulnar shortening oste-
otomy for ulnar impaction syn-
drome. Can J Plast Surg. 2012 
Spring;20(1):E1-E5. 

MacDermid JC, Vincent JI, Gan 
BS, Grewal R. A blinded place-
bo-controlled randomized trial 
on the use of astaxanthin as an 

adjunct to splinting in the treat-
ment of carpal tunnel syndrome. 
Hand. 2012 Mar;7(1):1-9. 

Nimigan AS, Gan BS. Pain and 
efficacy rating of a microproces-
sor-controlled metered injection 
system for local anaesthesia in 
minor hand surgery. Pain Res 
Treat. 2011;2011:362396. Epub 
2011 May 25. accessible at: 
http://downloads.hindawi.com/
journals/prt/2-11/362396.pdf. 

Goel DP, Ross DC, Drosdowech 
DS. Rotator cuff tear arthropa-
thy and deltoid avulsion treated 
with reverse total shoulder ar-
throplasty and latissimus dorsi 
transfer: case report and review 
of the literature. J Shoulder El-
bow Surg. 2012 May;21(5):e1-7. 
Epub 2011 Dec 21.

Book Chapters

Grant A, O’Gorman DB, Gan BS. 
Needle aponeurotomy in Du-
puytren’s contracture. In: Eaton 
C, Seegenschmiedt MH, Bayat 
A, Gabbiani G, Werker P, Wack 
W, editors. Dupuytren’s Disease 

and related hyperproliferative 
disorders; principles, research 
and clinical perspectives. Berlin: 
Springer Verlag; 2012. p. 289-92. 

Raykha C, Crawford J, Gan 
BS, O’Gorman DB. Insulin-like 
Growth Factor Binding Protein 
(IGFBP)-6: A potential mediator 
of fibroblast differentiation in 
Dupuytren’s Disease? In: Eaton 
C, Seegenschmiedt MH, Bayat 
A, Gabbiani G, Werker P, Wack 
W, editors. Dupuytren’s Disease 
and related hyperproliferative 
disorders; principles, research 
and clinical perspectives. Berlin: 
Springer Verlag; 2012. p. 161-66. 

Vi L, Wu Y, Gan BS, O’Gorman 
DB. Primary Dupuytren’s Dis-
ease cell interactions with the 
extracellular environment: A 
link to disease progression? In: 
Eaton C, Seegenschmiedt MH, 
Bayat A, Gabbiani G, Werker P, 
Wack W, editors. Dupuytren’s 
Disease and related hyperprolif-
erative disorders; principles, re-
search and clinical perspectives. 
Berlin: Springer Verlag; 2012. p. 
151-60.

Annual Report Draft Version 6_Inside Pages_FINAL.indd   31 2013/06/05   10:19:49 AM



SCHULICH SCHOOL OF MEDICINE & DENTISTRY32   THORACIC SURGERY

Advancing Innovative Research and Providing 
Cutting-Edge Clinical Care

Division of Thoracic Surgery

Two thousand and twelve was a year of growth 
and exciting optimism for Western’s Division of 
Thoracic Surgery. Dr. Eric Fréchette was success-
fully recruited from Laval University in Quebec. He 
brings international expertise with training in MIS 
Surgery (Pittsburgh), and Surgical Oncology (Ulm 
Germany and Virginia USA), as well as Endoscopic 

Ultrasound training (Montreal). Dr. Fréchette has 
trained Thoracic Surgery Fellows from Romania, 
Argentina, and Greece. It is hoped to be able to uti-
lize his international connections and offer similar 
Thoracic Surgical fellowships at Western in the fu-
ture. 

Dr. Richard Inculet, Chair/Chief, 
Division of Thoracic Surgery
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Presently, a general surgeon from Saudi Arabia 
is enrolled in Western’s two-year Thoracic Sur-
gery Residency training program. The Division is 
pleased to have previously successfully trained 
in our RCPSC Resident Program surgeons from 
Kuwait (presently Dean Faculty of Medicine, Ku-
wait), and from the USA.

The new state of the art, MIS equipped Thoracic 
Operating room at Victoria Hospital, set to open 
in May 2013, will now allow Thoracic Surgery 
members to communicate their surgical exper-
tise worldwide.

The Division of Thoracic Surgery continued its 
valuable contributions to International Research 
Trials. Members participate actively in the Alli-
ance for Clinical Trials in Oncology, through their 
long-standing membership in the Alliance Legacy 
Group ACSOG.

Other noteworthy accomplishments include the 
appointment of Dr. Richard Inculet as President 
of the Canadian Association of Thoracic Sur-
geons, and Dr. Dalilah Fortin to the Executive. As 
the Division Program Director, Dr. Fortin was in-
strumental in leading the Division through a suc-
cessful Program training review by the RCPSC.

Dr. Richard Malthaner, who has been productive 
in the research of Robotic applications to Thorac-
ic Surgery, will lead the Division in Robotic tech-
nology assessment, as they move forward with 
the recent LHSC acquisition of DaVinci Robots.

The Western Division of Thoracic Surgery looks 
forward to developing, researching and sharing, 
the amazing opportunities afforded to them for 
2013.

Awards and Achievements

Fortin, Dalilah.  University Stu-
dents’ Council Teaching Honour 
Roll, Excellence in teaching in 
undergraduate medical edu-
cation, University of Western 
Ontario, Schulich School of 
Medicine & Dentistry, London, 
Ontario, Canada

Malthaner, Richard.  Clinical 
Clerkship Faculty Teaching 
Award, Best Thoracic Surgery 
teacher during clinical clerk-
ship, The University of Western 
Ontario, Schulich School of 
Medicine & Dentistry, Depart-
ment of Surgery, Division of 
Thoracic Surgery, London, On-
tario, Canada

Publications

Bhatia P, Fortin D, Inculet RI, 
Malthaner RA. Current con-
cepts in the management of 
esophageal perforations: a 
twenty-seven year Canadian ex-
perience. Ann Thorac Surg. 2011 
Jul;92(1):209-15. 

Bolca C, Trahan S, Frechette E. 
Intrapleural thoracolithiasis; a 
rare intrathoracic pearl-like le-
sion. Thorac Cardiovasc Surg. 
2011 Oct;59(7):445-446. 

Brotons ML, Bolca C, Fréchette 
E, Deslauriers J. Anatomy and 
physiology of the thoracic lym-
phatic system. Thorac Surg 
Clin. 2012 May;22(2):139-53. 

Darling GE, Dickie AJ, Malthaner 
RA, Kennedy EB, Tey R. Invasive 
mediastinal staging of non-
small-cell lung cancer: a clinical 
practice guideline. Curr Oncol 
2011 Dec;18(6):e304-e310. 

Darling GE, Maziak DE, Incu-
let RI, Gulenchyn KY, Driedger 
AA, Ung YC, Gu CS, Kuruvilla 
MS, Cline KJ, Julian JA, Evans 
WK, Levine MN. Positron Emis-
sion Tomography-Computed 
Tomography Compared with 
Invasive Mediastinal Staging in 
Non-small Cell Lung Cancer: 
Results of Mediastinal Staging 
in the Early Lung Positron Emis-
sion Tomography Trial. J Thorac 

Oncol. 2011 Aug;6(8):1367-1372. 

Froment MA, Fréchette E, 
Dagnault A. Prophylactic ir-
radiation of intervention sites 
in malignant pleural mesothe-
lioma. Radiother Oncol. 2011 
Nov;101(2):307-10. Epub 2011 
Oct 6. 

Kidane B, Madani AM, Vogt K, 
Girotti M, Malthaner RA, Parry 
NG. The use of prophylactic in-
ferior vena cava filters in trauma 
patients: A systematic review. 
Injury. 2012 May;43(5):542-7. 
Epub 2012 Mar 3. (Trainee Pub-
lication, Surgical resident.), 

Knight G, Earle CC, Cosby R, 
Coburn N, Youssef Y, Malthaner 
R, Wong RK; The Gastrointesti-
nal Cancer Disease Site Group. 
Neoadjuvant or adjuvant thera-
py for resectable gastric cancer: 
a systematic review and prac-
tice guideline for North Ameri-
ca. Gastric Cancer. 2012 Mar 31. 
[Epub ahead of print]. 

Louie AV, Rodrigues G, Hannouf 
M, Zaric GS, Palma DA, Cao 

JQ, Yaremko BP, Malthaner R, 
Mocanu JD. Stereotactic Body 
Radiotherapy Versus Surgery 
for Medically Operable Stage I 
Non-Small-Cell Lung Cancer: A 
Markov Model-Based Decision 
Analysis. Int J Radiat Oncol Biol 
Phys. 2011 Nov 15;81(4):964-
73. Epub 2010 Oct 6. (Trainee 
Publication, Radiation oncology 
resident.), 

Rusch VW, Hawes D, Decker PA, 
Martin SE, Abati A, Landreneau 
RJ, Patterson GA, Inculet RI, 
Jones DR, Malthaner RA, Cohen 
RG, Ballman K, Putnam JB, Jr. 
Cote RJ. Occult metastases in 
lymph nodes predict survival in 
resectable non-small-cell lung 
cancer: report of the ACOSOG 
Z0040 trial. J Clin Oncol. 2011 
Nov 10;29(32):4313-9. Epub 
2011 Oct 11. 

Yu E, Lewis C, Trejos AL, Patel 
RV, Malthaner RA. Lung can-
cer brachytherapy: Robotics-
assisted minimally invasive ap-
proach. Curr Respir Med Rev. 
2011 Oct;7:340-353.
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Committed to Exceptional Research, Teaching and 
Clinical Care

Division of Urology

The Division of Urology at Western University has 
an outstanding international reputation for ex-
cellence in research, teaching, and clinical care.  
Working with colleagues around the world, Divi-
sion members collaborate in clinical trials and ba-
sic science research that continue to improve the 
lives of patients with a variety of urologic diseases.   
Dr. Hassan Razvi, Chair/Chief, Division of Urology, 
notes the importance of internationalization in the 
everyday work of the Division.  “From involvement 
in multi-centre clinical trials, international research 
symposia, guest speakerships, to world-renowned 
fellowship training programs, the reach of our Divi-
sion members extends world-wide on a continual 
basis.”

As a result of the international influence of the 
program, The Division of Urology at Western is a 
sought after destination for fellowship positions in 
four subspecialty areas:  Urologic Oncology, Trans-
plant, Endourology, and Andrology.  “These pro-
grams provide a basis for an exchange of ideas that 
will continue throughout the careers of our faculty 
and trainees,” remarks Dr. Razvi.  Fellows most re-
cently have come from Israel, Italy, New Zealand, 
Australia, Mexico, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, and the 
Philippines.  There are many more educational ini-
tiatives in store for the Division.  Dr. Razvi adds, “Dr. 
Denstedt has been a key leader in promoting tele-
medicine and telesurgery as a viable form of con-
tinuing medical education in our specialty.  This is 
a perfect example of globalization in teaching new 
techniques in urology.”

Dr. Gregor Reid, Professor in the Department of Mi-
crobiology and Immunology and cross-appointed 
to the Division of Urology, is an international schol-
ar whose initiatives in sub-Saharan Africa focus on 
the use of probiotics to reduce urinary infections 
and to enhance the quality of life for women and in-
fants.  Dr. Reid’s work was recognized in 2012 with 
a Grand Challenges Exploration Grant from the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

Other Division members have provided an es-
sential service to developing nations as well, with 
lectureships and surgical demonstrations of new 
techniques in urology.  Members including Drs. 
Brock, Chin, Dave, Denstedt, Luke, Pautler and 
Razvi have participated in such trips in the last five 
years, to a number of nations including Peru, Chi-
na, Ecuador, the Gulf States and Mexico.  

The Division continued to achieve significant suc-
cess in funding in 2012. A few examples include: 
The Canada Foundation for Innovation awarded 
$575,140 to Dr. Lakshman Gunaratnam (cross-
appointed to the Division of Urology), and Dr. Alp 
Sener for their research on ischemia reperfusion 
injury and inflammation in transplantation. Dr. 
Jeremy Burton was appointed the Miriam Burnett 
Chair in Urological Research in 2012 and received 
start up grant support from the Weston Founda-
tion of $100,000 to explore novel therapies to 
treat urinary infections. The total amount of re-
search funding received by Division members in 
2012 was approximately $1.4M with a total of 114 
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peer-reviewed journal articles and book chapters 
published by Division members. 

Several Division members were recognized with 
provincial, national, and international roles and 
awards in 2012.  Dr. John Denstedt presently 
serves on the Endourological Society Board of 
Directors. Dr. Denstedt also joins the Board of 
Directors of the American Urological Association 
(AUA) in 2013. Dr. Razvi is the Immediate Past- 
President of the Northeastern Section of the 
American Urological Association and also serves 
on the organization’s Nominating Committee. Dr. 
Razvi also sits on the AUA Practice Guidelines 
Committee, a group that develops guidelines to 
assist practicing urologists throughout the world. 

Dr. Joseph Chin was awarded the Queen’s Dia-
mond Jubilee Medal for his contributions to the 
areas of innovation in prostate cancer care. Dr. 
Chin presently serves as the President of the 
Canadian Urological Association (CUA).  Dr. Alp 
Sener was awarded the American Society of 
Transplant Surgeons (ASTS) Vanguard Prize for 
the second time.  This award was established 

by the ASTS to recognize and honor outstand-
ing contributions by its junior members for best 
papers published within the preceding eighteen 
months. Dr. Stephen Pautler presently holds the 
role of Southwest Surgical Lead for Oncology 
with Cancer Care Ontario.  Dr. Patrick Luke com-
pleted his tour with the European Association of 
Urology (EAU) International Academic Exchange 
Program a collaborative effort between the CUA 
and the EAU, the program promotes the interna-
tional exchange of urological medical skills, ex-
pertise and knowledge.

Dr. Razvi also recognizes Dr. Denstedt not only 
for his outstanding achievements in urology, but 
as an international leader for the Department of 
Surgery.  “Dr. Denstedt’s vision and motivation 
to raise the profile of the Department as a global 
leader have guided our recruitment success and 
promoted a culture of academic productivity.” Dr. 
Razvi concludes, “The Division of Urology and the 
entire Department of Surgery have been the ben-
eficiaries of Dr. Denstedt’s leadership and it is a 
legacy that will endure beyond his tenure.”

“The reach of our  
Division members  
extends worldwide 
on a continual basis.”
- Dr. Hassan Razvi, Chair/Chief,  
  Division of Urology
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Awards and Achievements

Brock, Gerald.  USC Teaching 
Honor Role, Western University

Chin, Joseph. Order of Ontario, 
Province of Ontario

Chin, Joseph. Canadian Who's 
Who, University of Toronto 
Press

Chin, Joseph. Queen's Diamond 
Jubilee Medal, Government of 
Canada

Izawa, Jonathan. Top Journal 
Article Reviewer for 2011-2012, 
Canadian Urologic Association 
Journal, Canadian Urologic As-
sociation

Luke, Patrick. Surgery Clerk-
ship Teaching Award, Depart-
ment of Surgery, Division of 
Urology, University of Western 
Ontario

Luke, Patrick. CUA EAU Travel-
ling Scholarship Award, Cana-
dian Urological Association and 
European Association of Urol-
ogy

Pautler, Stephen. University 
Student's Council Teaching 
Honour Roll Award of Excel-
lence, The University of West-
ern Ontario

Sener, Alp.  Urology Residents 
Clinical Teaching Award, Schul-
ich School of Medicine & Den-
tistry, Western University

Sener, Alp. Hippocratic Under-
graduate Medical Education 
Committee Award of Excel-
lence, Dean's Office, Schulich 
School of Medicine & Dentistry, 
Western University		

Sener, Alp. University Students’ 
Council Teaching Honor Roll, 
Award of Excellence, The Uni-
versity of Western Ontario

Publications

Ahmed HU, Cathcart P, Cha-
lasani V, Williams A, McCartan 
N, Freeman A, Kirkham A, Allen 
C, Chin J, Emberton M. Whole-
gland salvage high-intensity 
focused ultrasound therapy for 
localized prostate cancer re-
currence after external beam 
radiation therapy. Cancer. 2011 
Nov 9. doi: 10.1002/cncr.26631. 
[Epub ahead of print]

Bathini V, McGregor T, McAlister 
V, Luke P. Sener A. Renal perfu-
sion pump vs. cold storage for 
DCD kidneys: a systematic re-
view. Transplantation 2012

Brock GE, Chung E. Penile trac-
tion therapy and Peyronie’s dis-
ease: a state of art review of the 
current literature. Therapeutic 
Advances in Urology. Accept-
ed/In Press 2012 Jun.

Bucuras V, Gopalakrishnam G, 
Wolf JS Jr, Sun Y, Bianchi G, Er-
dogru T, de la Rosette J; CROES 
PCNL Study Group. Nephroli-
thotomy in 189 patients with 
solitary kidneys. J Endourol. 
2012 Apr;26(4):336-41. Epub 
2011 Oct 17.

Caumartin Y, Stephen J, Lian D, 
Deng J, Sun F, Garcia B, Jevni-
kar AM, Wang H, Cepinskas 
G, Luke PP. Donor precondi-
tioning with CORM-2 protects 
against ischemia-reperfusion 
injury in kidney transplanta-
tion. Kidney International 2011 
Oct;79(10):1080-9

Chan SM, Garcia FJ, Chin JL, 
Moussa M, Gabril MY. The 
clinical significance of in-depth 
pathological assessment of 
extraprostatic extension and 
margin status in radical pros-
tatectomies for prostate can-
cer. Prostate Cancer Prostatic 
Dis. 2011 Dec;14(4):307-12. doi: 
10.1038/pcan.2011.15. Epub 
2011 Apr 19.

Chin CJ, Franklin JH, Moussa 
M, Chin JL. Metastasis of renal 
cell carcinoma to the thyroid 12 
years after nephrectomy. CMAJ. 
2011 Sep 6;183(12):1398-9. 
Epub 2011 Jan 17.

Chin JL. Will radio frequency 
ablation become “routine 
first line answer” for small 
renal masses? J Urol 2012 
Apr;187(4):1153-4

Chromecki TF, Cha EK, Fajkovic 
H, Rink M, Ehdaie B, Svatek 
RS, Karakiewicz PI, Lotan Y, 
Tilki D, Bastian PJ, Danesh-
mand S, Kassouf W, Durand 
M, Novara G, Fritsche HM, 
Burger M, Izawa JI, Brisuda A, 
Babjuk M, Pummer K, Shariat 
SF. Obesity is associated with 
worse oncological outcomes 
in patients treated with radi-
cal cystectomy. BJU Int. 2012 
Jun 21. doi: 10.1111/j.1464-
410X.2012.11322.x. [Epub 
ahead of print]

Chung E, Bella A, Lee JC, Elliot 
SL, Carrier S, Brock GB. Urolog-
ical Association Practice Guide-
line on premature ejaculation. 
Canadian Urological Associa-
tion Journal (accepted) 2011

Chung E, Brock GB. Duplex so-

nographic study of impotent 
men with Peyronie?s disease: 
is veno-occlusion the cause? 
Journal of Sexual Medicine Ac-
cepted / In Press 2011.

Chung E, Brock GB. Emerg-
ing and novel therapeutic ap-
proaches in the treatment of 
male erectile dysfunction. Curr 
Urol Rep 2011 Dec;12(6):432-
443

Chung E, Brock GB. Failure of 
pde5 inhibitor use: a case of 
non-responder? (CME) J Sex 
Med. 2011;7(4 pt 1):1321-3.

Chung E, Brock GB. Sexual dys-
function in 2011: Advances in 
epidemiology, pathophysiology 
and treatment. Nat Rev Urol 
2012;Jan.10

Chung E, DeYoung L, Brock 
GB. Investigative models in 
erectile dysfunction: a state-
of-the-art review of current 
animal models. J Sex Med 2011 
Dec;8(12):3291-3305

Chung E, DeYoung L, Brock GB. 
Penile duplex ultrasonography 
in men with Peyronie’s disease: 
is it veno-occlusive dysfunction 
or poor cavernosal arterial in-
flow that contributes to erectile 
dysfunction? J Sex Med 2011 
Dec;8(12):3446-3451

Chung E, DeYoung L, Brock 
GB. Rat as an animal model for 
Peyronie’s disease research: 
A review of current methods 
and the peer-reviewed litera-
ture. International Journal of 
Impotence Research 2011 Nov-
Dec;23(6):235-241

Chung E, Yan H, De Young L, 
Brock GB. Penile Doppler so-
nographic and clinical charac-
teristics in Peyronie’s disease 
and/or erectile dysfunction: an 
analysis of 1500 men with male 
sexual dysfunction. BJU Int. 
2012 Feb 7. doi: 10.1111/j.1464-
410X.2011.10851.x. [Epub 
ahead of print]

Dahm P, Chapple CR, Konety 
BR, Joyce AD, Parsons K, Wolf 
JS Jr, Razvi H, N’dow J. The fu-
ture of clinical practice guide-
lines in urology. Eur Urol. 2011 
Jul;60(1):72-4. Epub 2011 Apr 
16.

Desai M, De Lisa A, Turna B, Rio-
ja J, Walfridsson H, D’Addessi 
A, Wong C, de la Rosette JJ, 
on behalf of the CROES PCNL 
Study Group. The Clinical Re-
search Office of The Endouro-
logical Society Percutaneous 

Nephrolithotomy Global Study: 
Staghorn Versus Nonstag-
horn Stones. J Endourol 2011 
Aug;25(8):1263-1268

Deyoung L, Chung E, Kovac 
JR, Romano W, Brock GB. Dai-
ly use of sildenafil improves 
endothelial function in men 
with type II diabetes. J Androl. 
2012;33(2):176-180

Dion M, McGregor T, McAlister 
V, Luke P, Sener A. Pulsatile 
renal perfusion improves dop-
pler indices of intra-renal blood 
flow and allograft function in 
kidneys obtained from donors 
after cardiac death. Clin Trans-
plantation. Accepted Mar 2012

Domes T, Chung E, De Young 
L, MacLean NAB, Al-Shaiji TF, 
Brock GB. The clinical out-
comes of intracavernosal in-
jection in post-prostatectomy 
patients: a single centre experi-
ence. Urology 2012;9(1):26-33

Domes TS, Colquhoun PH, Tay-
lor B, Izawa JI, House AA, Luke 
PP. Total pelvic exenteration for 
rectal cancer: outcomes and 
prognostic factors. Can J Surg. 
2011 Dec;54(6):387-93.

Erdeljan P, Dhar M, Wignall G, 
Kozak R, Pautler SE. Thermal 
ablation of small renal masses: 
intermediate outcomes from 
a Canadian centre. Can J Urol 
2011;18(5):5903-5907

Erdeljan P, Macdonald KW, Go-
neau LW, Bevan T, Carriveau R, 
Razvi H, Denstedt JD, Cadieux 
PA. Effects of Subinhibitory 
Concentrations of Ciprofloxacin 
on Staphylococcus Saprophyti-
cus Adherence and Virulence in 
Urinary Tract Infections. J En-
dourol. 2012:26(1);32-37

Fairey AS, Kassouf W, Aprikian 
AG, Chin JL, Izawa JI, Fradet Y, 
Lacombe L, Rendon RA, Bell D, 
Cagiannos I, Drachenberg DE, 
Lattouf JB, Estey EP. Age ≥ 80 
years is independently associ-
ated with survival outcomes af-
ter radical cystectomy: Results 
from the Canadian Bladder 
Cancer Network Database. Urol 
Oncol. 2011 Sep 1. [Epub ahead 
of print]

Fairey AS, Kassouf W, Estey E, 
Tanguay S, Rendon R, Bell D, 
Izawa J, Chin J, Kapoor A, Mat-
sumoto E, Black P, So A, Lat-
touf JB, Saad F, Drachenberg D, 
Cagiannos I, Lacombe L, Fradet 
Y, Jacobsen NE. Comparison 
of oncological outcomes for 
open and laparoscopic radical 
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nephroureterectomy: results 
from the Canadian Upper Tract 
Collaboration. BJU Int. 2012 
Nov 13. doi: 10.1111/j.1464-
410X.2012.11474.x. [Epub 
ahead of print]

Fernandez A, Chen E, Moore 
J, Peters T, Cheung C, Erdeljan 
P, Fuller A, Pautler SE, McDou-
gall E. Preliminary Assessment 
of a Renal Tumor Materials 
Model. Journal of Endourology 
2011;25(8):1371-1375

Fernandez A, Foell K, Nott L, 
Denstedt JD, Razvi H. Percuta-
neous nephrolithotripsy in pa-
tients with urinary diversions: 
a case-control comparison of 
perioperative outcomes. J En-
dourol. 2011 Oct;25(10):1615-
1618. Epub 2011 Aug 8.

Fernandez A, Fuller A, Al-Bareeq 
R, Nott L, Razvi H. A compari-
son of the metabolic profiles of 
diabetic and non-diabetic uric 
acid stone formers. CUAJ Epub 
March 2012

Filler G, Gharib M, Casier S, 
Lodige P, Ehrich J, Dave S. Pre-
vention of chronic kidney dis-
ease in spina bifida. Int Urol 
Nephrol. 2012 Jun;44(3):817-27. 
Epub 2011 Jan 13.

Fuller A, Pautler SE. Complica-
tions Following Robot Assisted 
Radical Prostatectomy in a 
Prospective Canadian Cohort 
of 305 Consecutive Cases. Can 
Urol Assoc J. 2012 Mar 2:1-6. 
doi: 10.5489/cuaj.11116. [Epub 
ahead of print]

Fuller A, Razvi H, Denstedt JD, 
Nott L, Hendrikx A, Luke M, Pal 
SK, de la Rosette J, on behalf of 
the CROES PCNL study group. 
The Clinical Research Office 
of the Endourological Society 
Percutaneous Nephrolithotomy 
Global Study: Outcomes in the 
Morbidly Obese - a Case Control 
Analysis. CUAJ 2012;6(5):394-
398

Fuller A, Razvi H, Denstedt JD, 
Nott L, Hendrikx A, Luke M, Pal 
SK, de la Rosette J, on behalf of 
the CROES PCNL study group. 
The clinical research office of 
the Endourological Society per-
cutaneous nephrolithotomy 
global study: Outcomes in the 
super obese - a case control 
analysis. J Endourol. Accepted 
2012

Fuller A, Razvi H, Denstedt 

JD, Nott L, Pearle M, Cauda F, 
Bolton D, Celia A, de la Rosette 
JJ, on behalf of the CROES 
PCNL study group. The Clinical 
Research Office of the Endou-
rological Society Percutaneous 
Nephrolithotomy Global Study: 
the Influence of Body Mass In-
dex on Outcomes. J Urology 
2012;188:138-144

Fulton C, Peck D, Warren J, 
Forbes T, Luke PP. Treatment of 
acute renal failure from renal 
transplant related deep vein 
thrombosis. Ann Transplant 16: 
61-5, 2011.

Goldberg A, Pautler SE, Harle 
C, Dennis A, Rachinsky I, Dhir 
A, Boyle S, McAlister V, Van 
Uum S. Giant Cystic Pheochro-
mocytoma Containing High 
Concentrations of Catechol-
amines and Metanephrines. J 
Clinical Endocrinol Metab. 2011 
Aug;96(8)2308-9

Hernadez-Alejandro R, Wall W, 
Jevnikar A, Luke P, Sharpe M, 
Russell D, Gangji A, Cole E, Kim 
SJ, Selzner M, Keshavjee S, He-
bert D, Prasad GV, Baker A, Knoll 
G, Winterbottom R, Pagliarello 
G, Payne C, Zaltzman J. Organ 
donation after cardiac death: 
donor and recipient outcomes 
after the first three years of the 
Ontario experience. Can J An-
aesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):599-605. 
Epub 2011 May 3.

Izawa J, Klotz L, Siemens DR, 
Kassouf W, So A, Jordan J, Chet-
ner M, Iansavichene AE. Pros-
tate cancer screening: Cana-
dian Guidelines. Can Urol Assoc 
J. 2011 Aug;5(4):235-40. doi: 
10.5489/cuaj.11134.

Jannini EA, Derogatis LR, Chung 
E, Brock GB. How to evaluate 
the efficacy of the phosphodi-
esterase type 5 inhibitors. J Sex 
Med 2012 Jan;79(1):150-155

Jewett MA, Mattar K, Basiuk 
J, Morash CG, Pautler SE, Sie-
mens DR, Tanguay S, Rendon 
RA, Gleave ME, Drachenberg 
DE, Chow R, Chung H, Chin JL, 
Fleshner NE, Evans AJ, Gallie 
BL, Haider MA, Kachura JR< 
Kurban G, Fernandes K, Finelli 
A. Active surveillance of small 
renal masses: progression pat-
terns of early stage kidney can-
cer. Eur Urol. 2011 Jul;60(1):39-
44. Epub 2011 Apr 1

Klein EA, Thompson IM, Tangen 

CM, Crowley JJ, LuciaMS, Good-
man PJ, Minasian LM, Ford LG, 
Parnes HL, Gaziano JM, Karpe 
DD, Lieber MM, Walther PJ, Klotz 
L, Parsons JK, Chin JL, Darke 
AK, Lippman Sm, Goodman GW, 
Meyskens FL, Baker LH. Vitamin 
E and the Risk of Prostate Can-
cer: the Selenium and Vitamin 
E Prevention Trial. JAMA. 2011 
Oct;306(14):1550-6, 2011.

Klotz L, Chetner M, Chin J, Finel-
li T, Fleshner N, Fradet Y, Gold-
enberg L, Nickel JC, Siemens 
R, So A, Sugar L, Zlotta A, Klein 
E, Parnes H, Penson D. Cana-
dian Consensus Conference: 
The FDA decision on the use of 
5ARIs. Can Urol Assoc J 2012 
Apr;6(2):83-88

Kotb AF, Kovac E, Kassouf W, 
Chin J, Fradet Y, Izawa J, Estey E, 
Fairey A, Rendon R, Cagiannos 
I, Lacombe L, Lattouf JB, Bell 
D, Drachenberg D, Aprikian AG. 
Radical cystectomy for clinically 
muscle invasive bladder cancer: 
does prior non-invasive disease 
affect clinical outcomes? World 
J Urol. 2012 Feb 1. [Epub ahead 
of print]

Labate G, Modi P, Timoney AS, 
Cormio L, Zhang X, Louie M, 
Grabe M, de la Rosette JJ, on be-
half of the CROES PCNL Study 
Group. The Percutaneous Neph-
rolithotomy Global Study: Clas-
sification of Complications. J 
Endourol 2011 Aug;25(8):1275-
1280

Lee L, Gunaratnam L, Sener A. 
Reversal in allograft renal artery 
stenosis following bilateral na-
tive nephrectomy for autosomal 
dominant polycystic kidney dis-
ease. CUAJ, Accepted Apr. 2012

Lobb I, Mok A, Lan Z, Wang H, 
Sener A. Supplemental hydro-
gen sulphide improves renal 
transplant function and survival 
following prolonged cold stor-
age. British Journal of Urology 
International

Lock M, Best L, Wong E, Bau-
man G, D’Souza D, Venkatesan 
V, Sexton T, Ahmad B, Izawa J, 
Rodrigues G. A Phase II Trial of 
Arc-Based Hypofractionated 
Intensity-Modulated Radiother-
apy in Localized Prostate Can-
cer. Int J Radiat Oncol Biol Phys. 
2011 Aug 1;80(5):1306-15. Epub 
2010 Aug 12.

Lu C, McFarland MS, Nesbitt RL, 

Williams AK, Chan S, Gomez-
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Worldwide Collaboration in Research, Education 
and Clinical Initiatives

Division of Vascular Surgery

The Division of Vascular Surgery, Western Uni-
versity, has an impressive international presence 
on six of seven continents.  This small but mighty 
Division boasts collaborative research, educa-
tional, and clinical initiatives in North and South 
America, Australia, Asia, Africa, and Europe.  
“We are supportive of international endeavours 
because they have a real impact on the devel-
opment of the subspecialty and global patient 
health,” explains Dr. Forbes.  “For example we are 
working closely with two former clinical fellows in 
the establishment of Vascular Surgery programs 
in Sudan and Columbia which bridge a clinical 
and educational gap in these countries.”

The Division of Vascular Surgery continues as a 
global leader in research.  “We are working on re-
search initiatives with colleagues at the Universi-
ty of Adelaide, South Australia and have recently 
set up research and educational exchanges with 
Bangalore, India.” Dr. Forbes notes.  “As well, we 
are the only non-United Kingdom site in the piv-
otal randomized controlled trial IMPROVE, which 
is determining the effectiveness of endovascular 
repair of ruptured abdominal aortic aneurysms.”

Members of the Division hold important leader-

ship positions locally, nationally, and internation-
ally.  They lead the TransAtlantic Debate section 
between the Society for Vascular Surgery and 
European Society for Vascular Society while Dr. 
Forbes serves as Associate Editor, Journal of Vas-
cular Surgery; is a member of the Editorial Board 
of the Vascular and Endovascular Surgery and 
Vascular journals; Chairs the Research Commit-
tee of the Canadian Society for Vascular Surgery; 
Chairs the Vascular Care Working Group of the 
Cardiac Care Network of the Ontario Ministry 
of Health; and is Chair of the Graduate Program 
Committee of the newly developed MSc in Sur-
gery program within the Department of Surgery, 
Western University.  

Dr. Forbes is especially pleased that the Masters 
of Science in Surgery degree has received pro-
vincial approval and becomes a reality this year.  
“This innovative program will undoubtedly attract 
interest from extremely qualified applicants from 
around the globe,” he remarks.  “The Department 
of Surgery is at the forefront of advanced educa-
tional opportunities for future Academic Health 
Science leaders.”

Dr. Guy De Rose was named the Senior Medical 
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Director for London Health Sciences Centre in 
2012.  “Dr. De Rose provides essential and stra-
tegic leadership across the surgical subspecial-
ties in London.” Dr. Forbes adds, “He is a skilled 
administrator in this complex and demanding 
portfolio.”

Dr. Jeremy Harris took the reigns as Program Di-
rector and is overseeing the new Royal College 
of Physicians & Surgeons of Canada direct entry 
program for the Vascular Surgery Residency.  Dr. 
Harris is also expanding his education skillset as 
a student in the Masters in Health Professions 
Education program from the University of Maas-
tricht (Netherlands), which was established at 
Western in collaboration with the Centre for Edu-

cation Research and Innovation.

Dr. Forbes is also delighted with the Division’s 
newest recruit, Dr. Adam Power.  Dr. Power comes 
to the Division with a Masters in BioScience En-
terprise from Cambridge, UK.  Having completed 
a fellowship at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Min-
nesota, Dr. Power’s top-notch clinical skills are 
matched with an award-winning entrepreneurial 
background.  He will undoubtedly bring new skills 
to Western and will open new opportunities for 
international collaboration and initiatives espe-
cially in the biomedical device development field. 

The Division of Vascular Surgery would like to 
give special thanks to Dr. Denstedt for his lead-

“We are supportive of  
international endeavours 
because they have a real 
impact on the development 
of the subspecialty and 
global patient health.”
- Dr. Thomas Forbes, Chair/Chief,  
  Division of Vascular Surgery
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ership of the Department over the last 11 years.  
He has truly been a visionary leader who has ad-
vanced Western’s surgical footprint around the 
globe in all clinical, educational and academic 
aspects.  “As a Division we have tried to align our 
strategic goals with his and the Department and 
feel that we’ve been successful because of his 
leadership and direction.  Our Division would not 
have been able to grow in productivity and stat-
ure without Dr. Denstedt’s support, advice and 
strategic initiatives.  We could not have asked for 

a better leader during the last decade,” explains 
Dr. Forbes.

Dr. Forbes is excited about the Division’s fu-
ture locally, nationally, and internationally.  With 
strong leadership, exciting education and re-
search linkages, and world-class faculty, there is 
no telling where they will go next.  “We’ve been to 
Everest so maybe we’ll hit Antarctica next!” says 
Dr. Forbes.

Awards and Achievements

Forbes, Thomas. UWO Stu-
dent's Council Teaching Honour 
Role - Award of Excellence, Uni-
versity of Western Ontario

Forbes, Thomas. James IV As-
sociation of Surgeons Traveling 
Fellowship. James IV Associa-
tion of Surgeons

Forbes, Thomas. Vicky Blair 
Vascular Surgery Fellowship

Harris, Jeremy. 2011-2012 Sur-
gery Clerkship Teaching Award, 
Division of Vascular Surgery, 
Department of Surgery, Schul-
ich School of Medicine & Den-
tistry, University of Western 
Ontario

Harris, Jeremy. Vicky Blair Fel-
lowship in Vascular Surgery

Publications

Chadi SA, Rowe BW, Vogt KN, 
Novick TV, Harris JR, DeRose 
G, Forbes TL. Single centre re-
view of trends in management 
of abdominal aortic aneurysms 
over the last decade. Journal of 
Vascular Surgery. Accepted / In 
Press. 2011 Oct.

Chadi SA, Rowe BW, Vogt KN, 
Novick TV, Harris JR, DeRose 
G, Forbes TL. Trends in man-
agement of abdominal aortic 
aneurysms. J Vasc Surg. 2012 
Apr;55(4):924-8. Epub 2012 
Jan 5.

Dubois L, Durant C, Harrington 
Dm, Forbes TL. DeRose G, Har-
ris JR. Technical Factors are 
Strongest Predictors of Post-
operative Renal Dysfunction 
Following Open Transperitoneal 
Juxtarenal Abdominal Aotic An-
eurysm Repair. J Vasc Surg. Ac-
cepted/In Press 2012

Dumais V, Nault P, Tsertsvadze 
A, Forbes TL. Conduit ves-
sel blood flow during the trek 
to Mount Everest base camp. 
Wilderness Environ Med. 
2011;22:309-15

Finlay A, Johnson M, Forbes 
TL. Surgically relevant aortic 
arch mapping using computed 
tomography. Ann Vasc Surg 
2012;26(4):483-90.

Forbes TL, Harrington DM, 
Harris JR, DeRose G. Late 
conversion of endovascular 
to open repair of abdominal 
aortic aneurysms. Can J Surg. 
2012;55(4):254-8.

Forbes TL, Harris JR, Kribs SW. 
Surveillance and medical thera-
py following endovascular treat-
ment of chronic cerebrospinal 
venous insufficiency. Vascular. 
2012 Jun;20(3):121-3. Epub 
2012 May 10.

Forbes TL. Author disclosure of 
conflict of interest in vascular 
surgery journals. J Vasc Surg. 
2011 Sep;54 (3 Suppl):55S-58S.

Forbes TL. Part three: Open re-

pair is the best option for type 
IV thoracoabdominal aortic an-
eurysms. Eur J Vasc Endovasc 
Surg. 2011 Jul;42(1):8-11; dis-
cussion 11-2. Epub 2011 May 18.

Forbes TL. Part two: The case 
against centralisation of ab-
dominal aortic aneurysm sur-
gery in higher volume centers. 
Eur J Vasc Endovasc Surg. 2011 
Oct;42(4):414-7.

Jenkins MP, Haulon S, Green-
berg RK, Forbes TL. Debate re-
garding the best surgical option 
for type IV thoracoabdominal 
aortic aneurysms. J Vasc Surg. 
2011 Jul;54(1):258-67.

Kvinlaug KE, Lawlor DK, Forbes 
TL, Willoughby R, MacKenzie 
KS, DeRose G, Corriveau MM, 
Steinmetz OK. Early results 
from a Canadian multicenter 
prospective registry of the En-
durant graft for endovascular 
treatment of abdominal aortic 
aneurysms. J Endovasc Ther. 
2012 Feb;19(1):58-66.

Kvinlaug KE, Lawlor DK, Wil-
loughby R, Forbes TL, Fenton J, 
MacKenzie KS, Corriveau MM, 
DeRose G, Steinmetz O. The 
Endurant graft for endovascular 
treatment of abdominal aortic 
aneurysm: early results from a 
prospective, multi-center Cana-
dian registry. J Endovasc Ther 
2012;19(1):58-66.

Lovell M, Myers K, Forbes TL, 
Dresser G, Weiss E. Peripheral 

arterial disease: Application of 
the chronic care model. J Vasc 
Nurs 2011;29(4):147-52

Moriarty JP, Murad MH, Shah 
ND, Prasad C, Montori VM, Er-
win PJ, Forbes TL, Meissner 
MH, Stoner MC. A systematic 
review of lower extremity arte-
rial revascularization economic 
analyses. J Vasc Surg 2011 
Oct;54(4):1131-44.

Thompson M, Holt P, Loftus I, 
Forbes TL. Debate whether ab-
dominal aortic aneurysm sur-
gery should be centralized at 
higher volume centers. J Vasc 
Surg. 2011 Oct;54(4):1208-14.

Book Chapters 

Harris JR, Forbes TL. Direct sur-
gical repair of popliteal entrap-
ment. In: Chaikof EL, Cambria 
RP, editors. Atlas of Vascular 
Surgery and Endovascular 
Therapy, 1st Edition. Philadel-
phia, PA; Elsevier Science 
(USA). In Preparation, 2012 Apr.

Power A, Gloviczki P. Open and 
Endovascular aortic recon-
struction in renal transplant 
patients. Book Chapter. Current 
Therapy in Vascular and Endo-
vascular Surgery 5th Ed. 2012.

Power A, Hallett. Carotid Body 
Tumors. Book Chapter. Current 
Therapy in Vascular and Endo-
vascular Surgery 5th Ed. 2012.
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