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PURPOSE

The MD Program, Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry, and Western University endeavors
to provide support to students for assessment deferrals when approved through Learner
Experience (LEO) and Undergraduate Medical Education (UME). Typically, considerations
might include illness or other extenuating circumstances.

Approval for deferral of examinations, assessments and deadlines is a privilege.
RELEVANT ACCREDITATION STANDARDS

9.4 ASSESSMENT SYSTEM

A medical school ensures that, throughout its medical education program, there is a centralized
system in place that employs a variety of measures (including direct observation) for the
assessment of student achievement, including students’ acquisition of the knowledge, core
clinical skills (e.g., medical history-taking, physical examination), behaviours, and attitudes
specified in medical education program objectives, and that ensures that all graduates achieve
the same medical education program objectives.

STATEMENT

1. a) The UME Office sets the dates of required assessments, including the rewrite date(s)
when applicable. These dates can be found in the course syllabi and in the learning
management system under Assessment and Progression.

b) Students may request to be considered for a deferred assessment via the UME office
or the Learner Experience Office by contacting the appropriate office depending on the
circumstance.

2. Students with an approved absence for illness on the day of a summative assessment
will be scheduled to challenge the assessment on the designated deferral date.

3. Students who fail to appear at a formative or summative assessment; or fail to hand in
an assignment by the required deadline without an approved deferral will receive a Fail.

4. The UME Dean (or delegate), Learner Experience Office (or delegate) will make
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recommendations to the Dean, UME for assessment rescheduling due to health related
or compassionate reasons.

5. Students requesting more than two deferrals in a year will meet with the Dean, UME.
The format for this review and the decision-making process will be at the discretion of
the Dean, UME.

6. Final permission for deferrals is granted by the Dean, UME or delegate.
7. If arequest for a deferral is not granted, and a student does not attend the assessment
as originally scheduled, or complete the assignment by the due date, a grade of fail will

be recorded for that assessment.

8. The deferred assessment will be comparable and cover the same learning
outcomes/objectives but may differ in format and content from the original assessment.



