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Annual influenza vaccination is required for clinical placements occurring between November
and June inclusive. Medical learners who choose not to have an annual influenza vaccination
should be notified that hospital policies may preclude them from clinical placements or
require antiviral prophylaxis and immunization in the event of an influenza outbreak. The
National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) NACI considers the provision of
influenza vaccination to be an essential component of the standard of care for all health care
workers (HCW) for the protection of their patients. This includes any person, paid or unpaid,
who provides services, works, volunteers or trains in a health care setting. Therefore, HCWs
who have direct patient contact should consider it their responsibility to provide the highest
standard of care, which includes annual influenza vaccination. In the absence of
contraindications, refusal of HCWs who have direct patient contact to be immunized against
influenza implies failure in their duty of care to patients.
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