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PEOPLE AND OTHER STUFF 

• Updates from Biochemistry’s EDID Committee... 

✓ Check out this reporting tool to find out which resources to access at Western for 

reporting harassment, discrimination, gender-based and sexual violence, or other 

unprofessional behaviour. 

✓ Three more workshops were presented to complete the interrogation phase for 

decolonizing teaching in the Dept.  

 

• Join the Biochemistry community at our annual event of the Dr. Harold Stewart 

Memorial Lecture and Research Showcase on 16 Jan 2026. First-year graduate 

students and 4th-year undergraduate students in Bchm 4999 will present research 

posters. The speaker is Dr. Kevin Leung (Associate Director of Antibiome Center, 

Pharmaceutical Chemistry, UCSF, San Francisco, CA), a Biochemistry alumnus. 

 

• Contact Dr. Brian Shilton (bshilton@uwo.ca) to invite researchers for our Biochemistry 

lecture series in 2026. A diversity in speaker identities is encouraged, and upcoming 

events are as follows: 

✓ 9 Jan – Dr. Maud L. Menten Memorial Lecture with Dr. Sheila Singh (McMaster 

University, hosted by Dr. Shawn Li) 

mailto:mweir24@uwo.ca
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/biochem/about_us/images/EDI_Reporting_Steps_5Sept2023.pdf
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/biochem/about_us/seminars/research_showcase.html
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/biochem/about_us/seminars/research_showcase.html
mailto:bshilton@uwo.ca


   

 

  

                                                                                                                           
 
 

✓ 23 Jan – Visiting Speakers Seminar with Dr. John Whitney (McMaster University, 

hosted by Dr. Murray Junop) 

✓ March 27 - Ken Carroll Lecture Series with Dr. Robert Hegele (Western University)  

                                    

CONGRATS TO... 

 Matthew Albert, Sam Chu, Gary Foo, Faiza Islam, Rachel Kelly, Kurt Loedige, Peter 

Rozik, and Emma Walker for successful PhD thesis defenses 

 Meruthulaa Kayilaasan, Quan Quach, Shaunik Sharma, and Fanqi Wu for successful 

MSc thesis defenses 

 Fatema Abdullatif for a Poster Board Award at the National Pancreas Conference 

 Monica Arnaldi for a Dean’s Research Scholarship 

 Jashanjot Gill and Sina Ramezani for each receiving a Dr. Edward James Middleton 

Bursary 

 Faiza Islam for a postdoctoral position studying the structure and regulation of fatty acid 

synthase with Dr. Mohammad Mazhab-Jafari at the University of Toronto 

 Shaunik Sharma for continuing his graduate studies for a PhD  

 Alfredo Varela Vega and Yan Yi for each receiving a Breast Cancer Canada 

Translational Research Unit Traineeship 

 Dr. Bishop for a CFI JELF grant (Western News) 

 Dr. Connaughton for re-appointment as the Eugen Drewlo Chair in Kidney Research 

and Innovation in the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry   

 Dr. Hegele for election to the Royal Society of Canada as a Fellow (Western News) 

 Drs. Hu, Lu, and Zhou and colleagues for 4 years of funding from the NSERC/CIHR 

Canada-France Artificial Intelligence Program (Western News) 

 Dr. Li for a Cancer Research Society Operating Grant 

 Dr. McLachlin for a Schulich Faculty Support for Research in Education grant and for 

recognition from CBC News and CTV News for a TikTok video featuring his re-worked 

song about biochemistry 

 Dr. Pickering for re-appointment as the Neil McKenzie Chair in Cardiac Care in the 

Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry 

 Our winners in the BGSA’s Hallowe’en contests... 

• Pumpkins... 

-1st place: Hi Grok (Karas Lab) 

-2nd place: Hu’s Minion (Hu Lab) 

https://medbio.utoronto.ca/faculty/mazhab-jafari
https://news.westernu.ca/2025/10/western-researchers-cfi/
https://news.westernu.ca/2025/09/royal-society-canada-2025/
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FundingDecisions-DecisionsFinancement/NRA-ANR/index_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/NSERC-CRSNG/FundingDecisions-DecisionsFinancement/NRA-ANR/index_eng.asp
https://news.westernu.ca/2025/11/pin-ai/
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/video/9.6965692
https://www.ctvnews.ca/london/article/western-university-professor-goes-viral-for-educational-parody-of-ed-sheeran-song/


   

 

  

                                                                                                                           
 
 

 
 

• Costumes... 

-1st place: Performative Male Contest (Mairwyn Hall, Jaime Barrett, Claire Zhang, 

Lian Gai, Emily Stuckless, Amani Jaafar, and Aathavan Uruthirapathy in Edgell lab) 

-2nd place: One-Eye Mothman (Iris Villalobos Pineda in Boffa lab) 

 

 
  



   

 

  

                                                                                                                           
 
 

PUBLICATIONS 

• Dr. Andrews (Cholinergic synaptic plasticity and tau) (Reference cell atlas of liver 

diversity over the human lifespan) 

• Dr. Bishop (Co-culture metabolomics for Burkholderia infections) 

• Drs. Boffa, Koschinsky (Lipoprotein(a) and inherited risk factors) 

• Drs. Boffa, Hegele, Koschinsky (Guidelines on lipoprotein(a)) 

• Dr. Connaughton (Scrotal surgery after laparoscopic donor nephrectomy) (ATRX in 

hippocampal memory consolidation) (Standardized genetic testing for chronic kidney 

disease in Ontario) 

• Dr. Duennwald (Experimental models of mistranslation) 

• Dr. Dumeaux (Functional archetypes in the human gut microbiome) 

• Drs. Dumeaux, Hallett (Generative and integrative modeling for transcriptomics with 

formalin fixed paraffin embedded material) 

• Dr. Edgell (Domain-specific activity of chimeric I-TevI/CRISPR gene editors) (Genetic 

entanglement enables biocontainment in gut) 

• Dr. Garnham (Plant-produced encapsulin for vaccine design) (Protein-nanoparticle 

assembly in plants for vaccine production) 

• Dr. Gebregiworgis (Standardized reporting of NMR metabolomics reproducibility) 

• Dr. Han (Amino acids in human endometrial stromal cell decidualization) 

• Dr. Hegele (LDL-C in homozygous familial hypercholesterolaemia) (Metabolic and 

vascular contributions to dementia) (Algorithm for management of adults with 

dyslipidemia - 2025 update) (Rare variants of familial chylomicronemia syndrome in 

UK) (In Memoriam: J. David Spence, 1944-2025) 

• Dr. Hu (MolGraph-xLSTM: graph-based framework for molecular representation and 

interpretability) (Taste genetics and dental plaque microbiome in childhood caries) 

(FusionCLM: molecular property prediction via a combo of models) (Multimodal 

molecular representation learning) (Models for 3D de novo molecular design) 

• Drs. Hu, Lu (Generative AI for design of molecules) 

• Dr. Konermann (Protein oxidation in thermal stability measurements) 

• Dr. Koschinsky (Vascular regenerative deficiencies and elevated lipoprotein(a)) 

• Dr. Lajoie (Epigenetic alterations in hypoxia) 

• Dr. Li (PU.1 and tumor growth in mice) 

• Dr. Lu (Polygenic risk scores, cancer, and cognitive decline) 

• Dr. Yeung (N-acetylcysteine and adolescent Δ-9-tetrahydrocannabinol exposure) 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41279121/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41575-025-01114-3
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41575-025-01114-3
https://journals.asm.org/doi/10.1128/msystems.01507-25
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-med-050124-025051
https://journals.lww.com/co-lipidology/fulltext/2025/12000/evolving_guidelines_on_lipoprotein_a_.4.aspx
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-02257
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/glia.70098
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/glia.70098
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2949774425014815?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2949774425014815?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0022283625006394?via%3Dihub
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s40168-025-02240-5
https://translational-medicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12967-025-07031-y
https://translational-medicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12967-025-07031-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-025-26759-7
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acssynbio.5c00412
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acssynbio.5c00412
https://febs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/febs.70340
https://febs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/febs.70288
https://febs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/febs.70288
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.analchem.5c03274
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jcmm.70821
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0021915025014881?via%3Dihub
https://alz-journals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/alz.70718
https://alz-journals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/alz.70718
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1530891X25009723?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1530891X25009723?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2949774425014840?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2949774425014840?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0828282X25010499?via%3Dihub
https://www.nature.com/articles/s42004-025-01683-z
https://www.nature.com/articles/s42004-025-01683-z
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211124725010162?via%3Dihub
https://jcheminf.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13321-025-01073-6
https://openreview.net/pdf/e617f226ec73dc4cd2af467f14f8c838ef7d422b.pdf
https://openreview.net/pdf/e617f226ec73dc4cd2af467f14f8c838ef7d422b.pdf
https://openreview.net/pdf/d3ee0bd8c7339094c84b2663911c45970670f69e.pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.jcim.5c02234
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.analchem.5c04434
https://academic.oup.com/cardiovascres/advance-article/doi/10.1093/cvr/cvaf142/8243874?login=true
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41556-025-01786-8
https://www.mdpi.com/2072-6694/17/16/2684
https://journals.lww.com/alzheimerjournal/fulltext/9900/evaluation_of_polygenic_risk_scores_for_a_possible.171.aspx
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41398-025-03580-4

