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PEOPLE AND OTHER STUFF 

• The Dr. Bishnu D. Sanwal Lecture took place in May as a memorial and tribute to Dr. 

Sanwal, a former Chair of the Biochemistry Dept. This event was made possible 

through a generous endowment from Dr. Sanwal's family to recognize his leadership, 

legacy, and impact on the Biochemistry community and beyond. 

 

• The Dept. of Biochemistry sends its deepest condolences to the family and friends of 

Catherine Neelamkavil. She was a former staff member in Biochemistry for many 

years, and passed away on 11 June at the age of 71 (obituary).   

 

• Congratulations to Dr. Bishop and partner for the birth of Niya on 5 Aug. 

 

mailto:mweir24@uwo.ca
https://www.westviewfuneralchapel.com/obituaries/catherine-neelamkavil-nee-manipadam/


   

 

  

                                                                                                                           
 
 

• Updates from Biochemistry’s EDID Committee... 

✓ Check out this reporting tool to find out which resources to access at Western for 

reporting harassment, discrimination, gender-based and sexual violence, or other 

unprofessional behaviour. 

✓ The final workshop for the commitment phase for decolonizing teaching in the Dept. 

took place in May. We are now in the rebuilding phase where we will tap into the 

decolonial changes brought forward by the Biochemistry community. A working 

group has been formed to start this process.  

  

CONGRATS TO... 

 Ben Rutledge and Emily Stuckless for successful PhD thesis defenses 

 Fatema Abdullatif for a poster award at the 2026 Oncology Research and Education 

Day 

 Dr. Tyler Browne for being featured in Schulich News 

 Sugitha Janarthanan for a Canada Graduate Research Scholarship–Doctoral Program 

(CGRS D) 

 Siyun Kuang for a travel award for and presentation at the Canadian Conference on 

Ovarian Cancer Research 

 Yan Yi Li for a poster award at the 2026 Annual Oncology Research and Education 

Day and for a Canada Graduate Research Scholarships–Doctoral Program (CGRS D) 

 Maria Mahmood for an Ontario Graduate Scholarship 

 Dr. Stead (Biochemistry alumnus) for being featured in The Globe and Mail for co-

founding Specific Biologics, a Western University spinout 

 Nancy Sun for a Children’s Health Research Institute Trainee Award 

 Alfredo Varela Vega for a Translational Breast Cancer Research Traineeship 

 Dr. Emma Walker for receiving the 2026 Collip Medal (for the most outstanding PhD 

student graduating from one of the basic science programs in the Schulich School of 

Medicine & Dentistry) 

 Dr. Tugce Balci for the Genetic and Genome Medicine Innovation Award from the 

Canadian College of Medical Geneticists 

 Drs. Bishop, Hu, Litchfield, and Schild-Poulter for individual NSERC Discovery Grants 

 Dr. Han and co-workers for being featured in CBC London for Canada's first paediatric 

Olink lab, based at Children's Health Research Institute  

 Dr. Hegele for being inducted into the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame 

 Dr. Heinemann for the Olink Proteomics Award for Olink Reveal (sponsored by Olink, a 

part of Thermo Fisher Scientific). She receives a free analysis of 86 samples using the 

https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/biochem/about_us/images/EDI_Reporting_Steps_5Sept2023.pdf
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news-events-community/news/2026/phd-grad-uses-ai-to-advance-genetic-engineering-research.html
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-has-canadas-biotech-moment-finally-arrived/
https://schulichmedicinedentistry.cmail19.com/t/j-l-ydkdjjuy-hhjdlihjik-yd/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/new-london-lab-aims-to-detect-childhood-diseases-before-symptoms-appear-9.7313755
https://www.cdnmedhall.ca/laureates/robert-alexander-hegele-md


   

 

  

                                                                                                                           
 
 

Olink™ Reveal platform and support for project design and data analysis (worth ~$10-

15k) 

 Drs. Heinemann, O’Donoghue, and colleagues for an NSERC RTI Grant 

 Dr. Hu for mentoring a team of graduate students from Western University and the 

University of Toronto to a first-place win in the Case Studies in Data Analysis 

Competition (post). This event was held as part of the 2026 Statistical Society of 

Canada (SSC) Annual Meeting at McMaster University 

 Dr. Hu for the Canadian Bioinformatics Hub (CBH) Research and Innovation Award, 

which recognizes professionals with active, promising innovations: they make a 

difference, value diverse perspectives, and forge unexpected connections 

 Dr. Hu for becoming President-Elect of the Data Science and Analytics Section of the 

Statistical Society of Canada 

 Dr. Hu and colleagues for a CIHR Project Grant 

 Dr. Hu (PI), Dr. Zhou (co-PI), Dr. Lu (collaborator), and colleagues for a New Frontiers 

in Research Fund (NFRF) Exploration Grant 

 Dr. O’Donoghue for appearing in Western and Schulich News 

 Dr. Possmayer for being featured in Western’s ‘the impact project’ 

 Dr. Rogan for his accepted paper for presentation at the 2026 American Society for 

Human Genetics meeting 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

• Dr. Andrews (NOD2 in Zika virus infected CNS) (Spatial transcriptomics and SOX4 in 

biliary atresia) (CycleMix: Gaussian mixture modeling of cell cycle) 

• Dr. Ball (Regulation of tamavidin-biotin affinity) 

• Dr. Balci (Opt-out of actions from genome-sequencing results) (Epilepsy phenotype of 

ring chromosome 20) 

• Drs. Boffa, Koschinsky (Lipoprotein(a)) 

• Drs. Choy, Duennwald (STIP1/HOP and cytotoxic α-synuclein oligomers) 

• Dr. Connaughton (Autosomal dominant tubulo-interstitial kidney disease) (Living kidney 

donor follow-up in Canada) (Biallelic TMEM126B variants in kidney failure) 

• Dr. Dimattia (HDAC inhibition in OCCC spheroids) 

• Dr. Duennwald (Substrate specificity in arogenate vs. prephenate dehydratases) 

(Mitochondrial respiration, Hsf1, and heat shock response) (Cannabidiol and 6-OHDA 

toxicity) (Circular RNAs in ALS) 

• Dr. Dumeaux (Ire1 in morphogenesis in C. albicans) 

• Dr. Edgell (Modern-day homing endonucleases and reconstructed ancestors) 

https://x.com/PingzhaoH/status/2062882804732436621
https://schulichmedicinedentistry.cmail19.com/t/j-l-yhlkgyd-hkkulljkti-jk/
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news-events-community/news/2026/huntington-society-of-canada-research-chair-advances-innovative-approaches-to-future-treatment.html
https://www.theimpactproject.ca/stories/fred-possmayer
https://www.cytognomix.com/?p=5192
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.64898/2026.05.19.726300v1
https://www.ovid.com/jnls/hepcomm/fulltext/10.1097/hc9.0000000000000992~spatial-transcriptomics-supports-a-role-for-sox4-driven
https://www.ovid.com/jnls/hepcomm/fulltext/10.1097/hc9.0000000000000992~spatial-transcriptomics-supports-a-role-for-sox4-driven
https://academic.oup.com/bioinformaticsadvances/article/6/1/vbag179/8713444
https://pubs.acs.org/bichaw/article/65/16/2603/5236972/Regulation-of-Tamavidin-Biotin-Affinity-by-the-C
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jgc4.70218
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0920121126001440
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0920121126001440
https://www.ovid.com/jnls/co-lipidology/fulltext/10.1097/mol.0000000000001049~lipoproteina-a-unique-lipoprotein-at-the-crossroads-of
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s44477-026-00030-3
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2949813926000674?via%3Dihub
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ctr.70571
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ctr.70571
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cge.70202
https://www.mdpi.com/2073-4409/15/8/673
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12915-026-02586-8
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.64898/2026.05.07.723568v1
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0891584926010105?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0891584926010105?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0969996126003190?via%3Dihub
https://journals.biologists.com/jcs/article/doi/10.1242/jcs.264610/371996/Hac1-independent-functions-of-Ire1-drive
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.64898/2026.07.13.738334v1


   

 

  

                                                                                                                           
 
 

• Dr. Garnham (Nanoparticle vaccines for non-typhoidal S. enterica) (Nanoparticle 

combination vaccine for Salmonella in poultry) (Ferritin as a nanoparticle scaffold for 

vaccines)   

• Dr. Gebregiworgis (Studies of epidermal growth factor receptor) (Rigor and 

reproducibility in NMR metabolomics) 

• Drs. Gebregiworgis, Heinemann, O'Donoghue (Therapeutic rescue of pathogenic 

asparaginyl-tRNA synthetase alleles)   

• Drs. Han, Heinemann (Transcriptome and miRNAome in hepatocellular hypoxia) 

• Dr. Hegele (Pathogenic variants in familial chylomicronemia syndrome genes) 

(Plozasiran use in hypertriglyceridemia) (Dyslipidemia in children) (Translating 

lipoprotein genetics into new therapies) (Homozygous familial hypercholesterolemia in 

Canada) (Monogenic ALB variants and severe hypercholesterolemia) (NANGPTL3 as a 

therapeutic target of cholesterol levels) (VESALIUS-CV patients) (Multivessel coronary 

artery disease and genetic dyslipidemia) 

• Drs. Hegele, Pickering (Microfibril denudation and aortic vulnerability in SMAD3 variant 

carriers) 

• Dr. Heinemann (Human aminoacyl-tRNA synthetase (ARS) gene nomenclature) 

(Tyrosine supplementation in YARS1 associated with CMT-DI)   

• Drs. Heinemann, O'Donoghue (From patient advocacy to patient-driven research)   

• Dr. Heinemann, Rupar (Histidine supplementation in HARS1-related autosomal 

recessive disorder) 

• Dr. Hu (Translating cancer dependency maps) (Mutation in KPNA7 causes autosomal 

dominant otosclerosis) (Mesenchymal stromal cell extracellular vesicles and cystic 

fibrosis bronchoalveolar fluid) (Scaling-aware adapter for structure-grounded LLM 

reasoning) (Data scarcity in pediatric rare disease recognition) (Towards imbalanced 

molecular property regression) 

• Dr. Konermann (Atomistic insights into operation of electrospray ionization emitter) 

(Gaseous protein ions from aqueous ammonium acetate droplets during native 

electrospray) (Thermal protein aggregation and lys acetylation) 

• Dr. Koschinsky (Lipoprotein(a) testing) (Lipoprotein(a) and women's cardiovascular 

health) 

• Dr. Lajoie (Islet regenerative proteins of multipotent stromal cells) (Isolation of 

extracellular vesicles from ascites fluid) 

• Dr. Ling (Shu complex and RAD51 filaments in DNA damage response) 

• Dr. Turley (Hyaluronan in keloid and hypertrophic scars) 

https://febs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/febs.70561
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/pbi.70717
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/pbi.70717
https://analyticalsciencejournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bit.70330
https://analyticalsciencejournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bit.70330
https://www.nature.com/articles/s12276-026-01744-w
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10408347.2026.2675511
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10408347.2026.2675511
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2162253126001502?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2162253126001502?via%3Dihub
https://www.mdpi.com/1422-0067/27/15/6886
https://journals.lww.com/co-lipidology/fulltext/9900/heterozygosity_for_pathogenic_variants_in_familial.156.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666667726001170?via%3Dihub
https://academic.oup.com/pch/article/31/4/392/8665789
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIRCRESAHA.126.328828
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIRCRESAHA.126.328828
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0021915026001589?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0021915026001589?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0735109726059875?via%3Dihub
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14728222.2026.2671686
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14728222.2026.2671686
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0828282X26011700?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666084926028044?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666084926028044?via%3Dihub
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/ATVBAHA.126.324690
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/ATVBAHA.126.324690
https://febs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/1873-3468.70418
https://www.mdpi.com/1422-0067/27/16/7481
https://febs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/2211-5463.70318
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ajmg.a.70203
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ajmg.a.70203
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/gepi.70044
https://www.mdpi.com/1422-0067/27/11/4985
https://www.mdpi.com/1422-0067/27/11/4985
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1465324926008984?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1465324926008984?via%3Dihub
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2602.02780
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2602.02780
https://arxiv.org/abs/2605.22767
https://pubs.acs.org/jcisd8/article/doi/10.1021/acs.jcim.6c01847/5350961/Toward-Imbalanced-Molecular-Property-Regression-A
https://pubs.acs.org/jcisd8/article/doi/10.1021/acs.jcim.6c01847/5350961/Toward-Imbalanced-Molecular-Property-Regression-A
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.jpcb.6c02632
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/content/articlelanding/2026/cp/d6cp00481d
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/content/articlelanding/2026/cp/d6cp00481d
https://pubs.acs.org/bichaw/article/65/16/2510/5250132/Suppression-of-Thermal-Protein-Aggregation-by
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1933287426001261?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2772963X26001651?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2772963X26001651?via%3Dihub
https://academic.oup.com/stcltm/article/15/5/szag022/8664377
https://pubs.rsc.org/na/article/doi/10.1039/d6na00031b/1273807/Isolation-of-extracellular-vesicles-from-minimal
https://pubs.rsc.org/na/article/doi/10.1039/d6na00031b/1273807/Isolation-of-extracellular-vesicles-from-minimal
https://febs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/febs.70671
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/22925503261457127?__cf_chl_f_tk=giumz.0LoTVssTsZVKdf.MFpmFZQnB7zB2Lh0hwJgI0-1782833089-1.0.1.1-QvVCXQHRWU7pqTEzLRbFL6m1RmqJ_fJ48Cd5NduR3ds

