
PEOPLE (AND OTHER) STUFF 

Dr. Mike Boffa joined the Biochemistry Dept. on 1 July, moving from his faculty po-

sition in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at the University of Wind-

sor. Welcome to Dr. Boffa! 

 

Drs. Ilka Heinemann and Pat O'Donoghue joined Western in 2013 as new faculty 

members. They have recently published their labs' first research papers: 

 Dr. Heinemann, her graduate student (Christina Chung), and former undergrad-

uate student (David Jo) published their work on the nucleotide specificity of 

Gld2/TUT2 in RNA in June.  

 Dr. O'Donoghue and his graduate student (Susanna George) collaborated with 

Dr. Gary Shaw and his lab to publish on phospho-ubiquitin variants in FEBS 

Lett. in May. 

 

Dr. Graeme Hunter retired on 1 July and is now Emeritus Faculty. All the best to Dr. 

Hunter during his retirement! 

Our summer students have been enjoying the monthly pizza lunches at which grad-

uate students and post-docs in the department present their research posters. Our 

last event, taking place on the morning of 19 August, will feature a poster session 

given by our BUSRP and BCHM 4483 students. Everyone is welcome to attend and 

check out the research posters.  

PUBLICATIONS from the labs and collaborators of . . . 

Drs. Ainsworth, Rupar (next-generation sequencing in gene panel analysis) 

Dr. DiMattia (ovarian tumour growth) 

Dr. Edgell (I-TevI cleavage preference) 

Dr. Gloor  (compositional analysis) (microbiota of breast tissue) (fungal diversity)

(protection against C. difficile disease) (oral microbiome of axial spondyloarthritic 

patients) 

Dr. Hegele (severe familial hypercholesterolaemia) (NIH guidelines) (targeting 

atherogenic dyslipidemia complex) (lipoprotein lipase) (sequencing in French 

Canadians from Quebec) (statin adverse effects) 

Dr. Heinemann (Gld2/TUT2 nucleotide specificity) 

Dr. Junop (FimV C-terminal domain) 

Dr. Konermann (protein allostery) (metal interactions, collisionally activated pro-

teins) 

Dr. Lajoie (GM1 in embryonic cortical neurons) 

Dr. Litchfield (CK2 as a target in cancer cells) 

Dr. O'Gorman (EPDR1 and myofibroblast contractility) 

Dr. Pickering (niacin in peripheral ischemia) 

Dr. Rogan (centromere detection) (radiation dose estimation) 

See recent publication details. 
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CONGRATS TO... 

- Andrew Maciejewski, Ran Wei on suc-

cessful PhD defenses; Tam Bui, Alexan-

der McCarton, Joshua Samsoondar, 

Ruth Wong for successful MSc defenses 

- Nileeka Balasuriya for receiving a Gold 

Award in the CIHR National Student 

Research Poster Competition  

- Katherina Baranova, a former summer 

student in Dr. Rogan’s lab, for being 

featured in Schulich News 

- Tara Condos (Dr. Shaw’s lab) for being 

awarded the 2016 Drs. Madge and 

Charles Macklin Fellowship for Publica-

tion in Medical Sciences (for a doctoral 

student who publishes their research as 

a first author in a peer-reviewed journal) 

(Schulich’s GSPA newsletter) 

- Dr. Stephanie Dorman (Dr. Rogan’s 

lab) for being awarded the 2016 Dr. Wil-

liam Zaharia Award (for a graduating 

student for excellence in the Biochemis-

try PhD Graduate Program)  

- Jacqueline Dron for receiving the Best 

Oral Presentation Award at the Dept. of 

Medicine Research Day & an MSc Oral 

Presentation Award at the Robarts Mo-

lecular Medicine data club; and for being 

selected to present her research at the 

2016 Robarts Retreat & at the 4th Annu-

al Canadian Human and Statistical Ge-

netics Meeting in Halifax 

- Drs. Edgell, Li, and O'Gorman for each 
receiving CIHR Project Grants and Dr. 
Litchfield who is co-PI on a successful 
CIHR Project Grant (PI in Montreal) 
 
- Drs. Haniford and Hunter for 25 years 
of service at Western 
 
- Dr. Junop for being featured in Schu-

lich’s GSPA newsletter 

- Dr. Pickering for being re-appointed as 
Schulich’s Barnett-Ivey Heart & Stroke 
Chair (Schulich News) 
 
- Dr. Rogan for receiving SHARCNET's 
Dedicated Programming Support 

http://rnajournal.cshlp.org/content/early/2016/06/09/rna.056077.116.long
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/1873-3468.12182/abstract;jsessionid=4C9819C17780BF0A0580225AE8CF0662.f03t02
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/1873-3468.12182/abstract;jsessionid=4C9819C17780BF0A0580225AE8CF0662.f03t02
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1525157816300666
http://www.impactjournals.com/oncotarget/index.php?journal=oncotarget&page=article&op=view&path%5b%5d=10121&pubmed-linkout=1
http://nar.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2016/07/07/nar.gkw614.long
http://www.nrcresearchpress.com/doi/abs/10.1139/cjm-2015-0821?url_ver=Z39.88-%20%202003&rfr_id=ori%3Arid%3Acrossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%3Dpubmed&#.V2gYrLn2Ybw
http://aem.asm.org/content/early/2016/06/06/AEM.01235-16.long
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0159043
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00535-016-1232-y
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4906644/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4906644/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2213858716300419
http://atvb.ahajournals.org/content/36/7/1303.long
http://diabetes.diabetesjournals.org/content/65/7/1767.long
http://diabetes.diabetesjournals.org/content/65/7/1767.long
http://www.jlr.org/content/early/2016/07/13/jlr.C070946.long
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00439-016-1702-6
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00439-016-1702-6
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0828282X16000076
http://rnajournal.cshlp.org/content/early/2016/06/09/rna.056077.116.long
http://jb.asm.org/content/early/2016/06/08/JB.00322-16.long
http://www.nature.com/nsmb/journal/v23/n6/full/nsmb.3234.html
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/acs.analchem.6b01627
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/acs.analchem.6b01627
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/acs.analchem.6b01940
http://clincancerres.aacrjournals.org/content/22/12/2840.long
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S092318111630072X
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4876143/
http://f1000research.com/articles/5-1565/v1
http://rpd.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2016/07/05/rpd.ncw161.full.pdf+html
http://www.schulich.uwo.ca/biochem/research/publications.html
http://umanitoba.ca/outreach/conferences/research_days/cihr_competition.html
http://umanitoba.ca/outreach/conferences/research_days/cihr_competition.html
http://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news/2016/june/convocation_profile_an_unwavering_thirst_for_knowledge.html
http://www.schulich.uwo.ca/gradstudies/about_us/news/2016/congratulations_to_the_schulich_medicine__dentistry_internal_graduate_awards_recipients.html
http://www.schulich.uwo.ca/gradstudies/about_us/monthly_newsletter/2016/may/dedicated_to_dna_damage_discovery.html
http://www.schulich.uwo.ca/gradstudies/about_us/monthly_newsletter/2016/may/dedicated_to_dna_damage_discovery.html
http://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news/2016/july/announcement_dr_geoffrey_pickering_reappointed_barnettivey_heart__stroke_chair.html

