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PEOPLE AND OTHER STUFF 

• The Dept. thanks Megan Luckovitch for her contributons and dedication, and we 

wish her all the best in her secondment position at Western.  

• Congratulations to Neiven Timothaws who has taken on the temporary role as 

Graduate & Undergraduate Program Administrator during Megan’s secondment. 

• Welcome to Rima Kadri who has joined us as a Program Assistant.  

• Dr. Stephanie Dorman, Field Medical Advisor at Pfizer, gave the Dr. Harold Stewart 

Lecture on 19 Jan. She obtained her PhD from Dr. Rogan’s lab in the Dept. 

Congrats to our Biochemistry students for a job well done when presenting their 

posters after the Lecture. 

• The Biochemistry Dept. is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year (1924-2024) 

with a get-together in May. 

• Complete the WIDE (Western Inclusion, Diversity, and Equity) Survey to ensure your 

voice is heard and contributes to the development of a more equitable and inclusive 

Western. Information collected through this survey is voluntary and confidential. For 

more info about the survey and how to fill it out, see the WIDE Survey webpage.                                                                             
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CONGRATS TO... 

 Scott Roffey for a successful PhD defense 

 Erin Lou, an undergraduate student, for a NSERC USRA in Dr. Hu’s lab 

 Emma Walker for Biochemistry’s Dr. Bishnu D. Sanwal Graduate Performance 

Award 

 Drs. Edgell and Lu for CIHR Project Grants 

 Drs. Edgell, Gloor, and Karas; Tyler Browne, and their colleague for being featured 

in Schulich News 

 Dr. Gebregiworgis for Western’s Megan J. Davey Opportunity Fund Grant and 

Schulich Infrastructure Support Grant 

 Drs. Hallett and Lu, both Western Research Chairs, for being featured in Schulich 

News 

 Dr. Heinemann for a Rare Diseases Network Catalyst Grant 

 Dr. Hu for his success with Canada’s Science Meets Parliament (SMP) Program 

 Drs. Lu and Li for a CFI Innovation Fund grant 

 Dr. Li and colleague for CHRI's Translational Research Grant 

 Dr. Possmayer for receiving the Order of Ontario (Western News) 

 Dr. Rogan for a letter and Certificate of Recognition from the Ontario Ministry of 

Health for COVID-19 research, along with Eliseos (John) Mucaki and Ben Shirley. 

Findings and software will be used in managing future disease outbreaks. 

 Drs. Shaw and Turley for each receiving Western’s CIHR Success Accelerator 

Program Grant 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

• Dr. Andrews (Single-cell and spatial transcriptomics of healthy and PSC liver) 

• Dr. Connaughton (Neuroimage in neuropsychiatric systemic lupus erythematosus) 

• Dr. Dumeaux (Long-term DDT or DDE exposures and sperm epigenome) 

• Dr. Edgell (Intein-based meganucleases for containment of genetic material) 

• Dr. Gebregiworgis (Cancer-associated acetate promotes pancreatic cancer 

development) 

• Drs. Han, Heinemann (AMPK-mTORC1 pathway and IGFBP-1 in glucose 

deprivation) 

• Dr. Hegele (Angiopoietin-like protein 3) (Apolipoprotein E E4, gait, and cognition in 

neurodegenerative diseases) (Acute pancreatitis and hypertriglyceridemia) (Sex 

differences in presentation, treatment, and outcomes in homozygous familial 

hypercholesterolemia) (Low- and high-density lipoproteins) (Genetic variation in 

apolipoprotein A-V in hypertriglyceridemia) (Plasma biomarkers in 

https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news/2024/march/targeting_toxic_bacteria_among_research_projects_to_receive_cihr_project_funding.html
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news/2024/january/meet_the_researchers_who_are_breaking_new_ground_as_western_research_chairs.html
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news/2024/january/meet_the_researchers_who_are_breaking_new_ground_as_western_research_chairs.html
https://news.westernu.ca/2024/01/order-canada-ontario-london/
https://f1000research.com/articles/10-1312/v2
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0168827824000035?via%3Dihub
https://www.neurology.org/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000209153
https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/10.1289/EHP12013?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://academic.oup.com/nar/advance-article/doi/10.1093/nar/gkad1247/7511754?login=true
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41556-024-01372-4
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41556-024-01372-4
https://jme.bioscientifica.com/view/journals/jme/aop/jme-23-0137/jme-23-0137.xml
https://jme.bioscientifica.com/view/journals/jme/aop/jme-23-0137/jme-23-0137.xml
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/eurheartj/ehae068/7609442?login=true
https://alz-journals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/alz.13740
https://alz-journals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/alz.13740
https://www.nejm.org/doi/10.1056/NEJMc2306575?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1933287424000035?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1933287424000035?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1933287424000035?via%3Dihub
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/full/10.1161/ATVBAHA.123.319482?rfr_dat=cr_pub++0pubmed&url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori%3Arid%3Acrossref.org
https://journals.lww.com/co-lipidology/fulltext/9900/genetic_variation_in_apolipoprotein_a_v_in.61.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/co-lipidology/fulltext/9900/genetic_variation_in_apolipoprotein_a_v_in.61.aspx
https://alz-journals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/alz.13560


   

 

  

                                                                                                                           
 
 

neurodegenerative diseases) (Evolocumab treatment of paediatric homozygous 

familial hypercholesterolemia)  

• Drs. Heinemann, O'Donoghue (Missense suppressor tRNA therapeutics and 

disease-causing alleles) 

• Dr. Hu (Prediction of drug-target interaction) (Radiomic prediction of mutation status 

in breast cancer) (Computational frameworks in mining multimodal omics data)  

• Dr. Karas (Design/assembly of P. tricornutum chloroplast genome) (Genetic toolbox 

for A. laidlawii) 

• Dr. Konermann (Inhibition of protein aggregation by arginine) 

• Dr. Lajoie (Profiling of plasma extracellular vesicles for early ovarian cancer 

biomarkers) 

• Dr. Li (Kinome and phosphoproteome reprogramming in COVID-19 patients) 

• Dr. Litchfield (CK2 and SALL2 in colon cancer) 

• Dr. O'Donoghue (Biosynthesis, engineering, and delivery of selenoproteins) 

• Dr. Pickering (Mapping microarchitectural degeneration in the dilated ascending 

aorta) 

• Dr. Rogan (Critical assessment of genome interpretation) 

• Dr. Rupar (NAXE-related disease) 

• Dr. Siqueira (Temporin-SHa - antimicrobial peptide for fluconazole-resistant C. 

albicans) (Dog vs. human salivary proteins) (Experiences of Canadian dentists on 

dental regulatory bodies' communications during COVID-19) (Polymorphism of 

salivary proteins and periodontal diseases) (Proteomics profiling of dogs and oral 

diseases) (Proteomic analysis of human saliva) 

• Dr. Turley (Squamous cell carcinoma and hyaluronan) 

• Dr. Yeung (Adolescent nicotine exposure)                                  

 

https://alz-journals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/alz.13560
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/ATVBAHA.123.320268?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/ATVBAHA.123.320268?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://www.cell.com/molecular-therapy-family/molecular-therapy/fulltext/S1525-0016(24)00001-7?_returnURL=https%3A%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS1525001624000017%3Fshowall%3Dtrue
https://www.cell.com/molecular-therapy-family/molecular-therapy/fulltext/S1525-0016(24)00001-7?_returnURL=https%3A%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS1525001624000017%3Fshowall%3Dtrue
https://academic.oup.com/bioinformatics/advance-article/doi/10.1093/bioinformatics/btae135/7623585?login=true
https://translational-medicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12967-024-05018-9
https://translational-medicine.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12967-024-05018-9
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1532046424000479?via%3Dihub
https://academic.oup.com/plphys/advance-article/doi/10.1093/plphys/kiad670/7480117?login=false
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acssynbio.3c00399
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acssynbio.3c00399
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/jacs.3c14180
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acssensors.3c01908
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acssensors.3c01908
https://clinicalproteomicsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12014-024-09457-w
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41419-024-06591-z
https://www.mdpi.com/1422-0067/25/1/223
https://academic.oup.com/ehjopen/article/4/1/oead128/7459200?login=true
https://academic.oup.com/ehjopen/article/4/1/oead128/7459200?login=true
https://genomebiology.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13059-023-03113-6#citeas
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/neurology/articles/10.3389/fneur.2024.1204848/full
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-2607/12/1/99
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-2607/12/1/99
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0300571224000253?via%3Dihub
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cdoe.12939
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cdoe.12939
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0300571223003901?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0300571223003901?via%3Dihub
https://bmcoralhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12903-024-04096-x
https://bmcoralhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12903-024-04096-x
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.analchem.4c00307
https://www.hmpgloballearningnetwork.com/site/eplasty/review/association-squamous-cell-carcinoma-and-hyaluronan-scope-literature#citeas
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41386-024-01853-y

