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Friday, March 10 @ 12:00 — 1:00pm  

• Auditorium A at UH 

• Sumner Auditorium at Victoria Hospital 

• Zoom  

https://westernuniversity.zoom.us/j/98807304248 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Grand Rounds 

The many faces of clinical supervision: 
A call for new metaphors 

 

Clinical supervision is the foundation of workplace-based medical education. It is a 

complex and subtle art. Why, then, are our conventional ways of thinking about 

clinical supervision -- our metaphors -- so simplistic? This presentation will describe 

three problematic assumptions that limit our understanding of clinical supervision. 

Then, drawing on research from the past decade, we will consider new (and 

perhaps uncomfortable) metaphors that highlight some of the contemporary 

challenges of clinical supervision, such as the question of resident autonomy, the 

role of productive failure, and the place of emotions in supervisory relationships. 
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Objectives:  

By the end of this Grand Rounds Presentation, participants should/will be able to: 

• Identify the conventional metaphors of clinical supervision 

• Understand how they limit our approaches to supervisory practices and relationships 

• Describe new metaphors for grappling with contemporary supervisory challenges 

• Recognize the power of metaphor for shifting assumptions and practices 
 

https://westernuniversity.zoom.us/j/98807304248

