
 

 

PEOPLE (AND OTHER) STUFF 

Barb Green, Graduate Program Assistant in Biochemistry, retired after 40 years of 

service. We thank her for her hard work, loyalty, and commitment to the depart-
ment, and we wish her all the best during her retirement. 

Drs. Huff and Brandl also retired this year. Their many contributions and service to 
Biochemistry and Western are much appreciated. Best wishes for your retire-

ments. 

Welcome to Rachel Garcia, our new Administrative Assistant in the Dept. of Bio-
chemistry’s main office.  

Drs. Edgell, Gloor, and Karas, along with Sam Slattery and Daniel Giguere, were 

featured in Schulich News for the development of a COVID-19 test kit. Dr. Edgell 
also talked on the CTV News Network about creating an antibody test for COVID-
19.  

Dr. Li was interviewed on CBC Radio's London Morning. He talked about progress 

made in rapid testing for COVID-19 (click on segment for Aug 19, 2020 - Getting 
closer to a rapid COVID-19 test). 
 

Dr. O’Gorman is part of the Lawson COVID-19 study team who has been re-
searching biomarkers for the prognosis and diagnosis of COVID-19 (Western 
News). The team has published their findings as a series of 4 papers in Critical 

Care Explorations (see publication listings below). 

Dr. Rogan presented his research virtually for the RiboClub: RNA Biology and 
Technology – The Current Pandemic and Beyond (Sept), American Society of 
Human Genetics Annual Meeting (Oct), Conference on Nuclear Analytical Tech-
niques (Nov), and Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care and IC/ES (Nov). He 
was also interviewed on Scientific Sense and featured in Schulich News for mod-
elling COVID-19 transmission through the lens of geostatistical sampling. 

Please submit info for future issues  

to Lynn.Weir@schulich.uwo.ca 

CONGRATS TO... 

Shapnil Bhuiyan, Chris Leichthammer, Johnny Luo, 

McShane McKenna, Teresa Nunez de Villavicencio 

Diaz, Gursimran Parmar, Megan Rowland, Sam 

Slattery, Harrison Taylor, Matthew Walker, Yuning 

Wang, Yanrui Zhu for successful thesis defenses 

Drs. Balasuriya (PhD from O'Donoghue lab), Li, and 

O'Donoghue, as well as colleagues for their 

JBC publication about phosphorylation of AKT1 

(accolades include JBC Editor’s Pick - top 2%; on 

front cover; and viewed 1044 times on the journal's 

website, placing this publication among the top 50 

most-viewed papers for May to June) 

Benjamin Joris for receiving a Dean’s Research 

Scholarship 

Jeremy Lant for winning a CIHR Silver Award at the 

Canadian Student Health Research Forum 

(Schulich News) and the Dr. Bishnu D. Sanwal 

Graduate Performance Award (Biochemistry)  

Julieta Lazarte for participating in the Canadian 

Student Health Research Forum (Schulich News) 

and receiving Schulich’s Cobban Student Award in 

Heart and Stroke Research 

Rebecca Meaney for founding “Explorers of Fantas-

tic Life Forms” (Schulich News) 

Tasnim Reza, Britney Messam, Shanshan (Jenny) 

Zhong for receiving Translational Breast Cancer 

Research Unit Traineeships for 2020-21 

Barb Green for receiving Schulich’s Staff Award of 

Excellence (Spirit Award) 

Dr. Brandl for receiving Schulich’s Faculty Award of 

Excellence (Lifetime Achievement Award) 

Dr. Hegele for being featured on the YouTube video 

about using DNA technology to combat strokes and 

heart attacks 

Dr. Heinemann for receiving a Rare Diseases Net-

work Catalyst Grant, the Ontario Government’s Ear-

ly Researcher Award, and tenure 

Dr. Huff for being featured in Schulich News and for 

receiving The Mentor of Women Award for 

2020 from the American Heart Association  

Dr. Koschinsky for being named a Canadian Acade-

my of Health Sciences Fellow (Schulich News) 

Dr. Lajoie and colleagues for a CFI JELF award 

Dr. Li for receiving a CCS Innovation Grant and 

COVID-19 funding from the Ontario Government 

Dr. Shaw for being awarded a Heart and Stroke 

Foundation Grant-in-Aid of Research 

Dr. Turley and collaborator for receiving a Collabo-

rative Research Seed Grant from Schulich 
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PUBLICATIONS from the labs and collaborators of... 

Drs. Boffa, Koschinsky (Autotaxin, lipoprotein(a), aortic valve stenosis) 
Dr. Brandl (Interactions with proline analog in yeast) (tRNAs) 
Drs. Balci, Siu (MedExome vs. NGS panels for genetic disorders) 
Dr. Choy (STI1 in Alzheimer's disease) 
Dr. DiMattia (Human ovarian clear cell carcinoma cell line) 
Drs. Edgell, Gloor, Karas (Cloning of mitochondrial genome from alga) 
Drs. Edgell, Karas (Complementation of deletions in algal genes)  
Dr. Garnham (Amine oxidase detoxifies fumonisins) 
Dr. Gloor (Ureteral stent microbiota) 
Dr. Gupta (IGFBP-1 phosphorylation and fetal growth) 
Dr. Han (Placental microRNAs, complications of pregnancy) (Ventricular taps in infants) 
Dr. Hegele (Ketogenic diets) (Monogenic familial hypercholesterolemia) (Copy-number 
variations in diabetes) (DNA in dyslipidemia) (Genetics of hypertriglyceridemia) 
Dr. Hudson (Fluorescent probe to examine nucleotide flipping) 
Dr. Konermann (Examining hemoglobin by MS) (Oxidation in Cytochrome c) 
Dr. Lajoie (Breast cancer stem-like cells, T cell immunotherapy) (Intervertebral disc tis-
sues) 
Dr. O’Gorman (Metabolomics biomarkers for COVID-19) (Plasma biomarkers for COVID-
19) (Platelet aggregation in COVID-19) (Inflammation profiling of COVID-19 patients)  
Dr. Pickering (Angiogenesis in ischemic limb)  
Dr. Rogan (Predictions of patient responses to kinase inhibitors) (Severe RNA-viral pul-
monary infections) (Estimating partial-body ionizing radiation exposure) 
Dr. Siquiera (Anesthetics for pain control in extraction surgeries) (Antibody responses to 
SARS-CoV-2 spike antigens in COVID-19) (Restoration-tooth interface) (Protein binding 
of titanium) (Salivary proteomic profile in dogs) 
Dr. Siu (X-linked MSL3-related disorder) 
Dr. Turley (RHAMM peptides in systemic sclerosis)  
See publication details. 

https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news/2020/april/feature_western_researchers_using_algae_to_help_quickly_produce_covid19_test_kits.html
https://www.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=1959475
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-158-london-morning
https://news.westernu.ca/2020/10/biomarkers-could-be-used-in-a-quick-inexpensive-covid-19-blood-screening-tool/
https://news.westernu.ca/2020/10/biomarkers-could-be-used-in-a-quick-inexpensive-covid-19-blood-screening-tool/
https://anchor.fm/scientificsense/episodes/Prof--Peter-Rogan--Professor-of-Biochemistry-and-Biostatistics-at-Western-University-ei5i40
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news/2020/april/feature_researchers_explore_the_possibility_of_using_geostatistics_to_track_covid19_transmission_hot_spots.html
https://www.jbc.org/content/295/24/8120.long
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news/2020/september/award_phd_candidates_receive_cihr_recognition_at_the_canadian_student_health_research_forum.html
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news/2020/september/award_phd_candidates_receive_cihr_recognition_at_the_canadian_student_health_research_forum.html
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news/2020/october/feature_exploring_fantastic_life_forms.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtHUfi87_7E&feature=youtu.be
https://mediarelations.uwo.ca/2020/03/02/molecule-found-in-oranges-could-reduce-obesity-and-prevent-heart-disease-and-diabetes/
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news/2020/september/honours_six_western_researchers_named_canadian_academy_of_health_sciences_fellows_.html
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news/2020/may/announcement_interdisciplinary_research_teams_receive_seed_funding.html
https://www.schulich.uwo.ca/about/news/2020/may/announcement_interdisciplinary_research_teams_receive_seed_funding.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2452302X2030303X?via%3Dihub
https://www.g3journal.org/content/early/2020/10/20/g3.120.401876.long
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15476286.2020.1809197
https://www.nature.com/articles/s10038-020-00860-3
https://actaneurocomms.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40478-020-01013-5
https://www.mdpi.com/2073-4409/9/11/2408
https://www.mdpi.com/2079-7737/9/11/358
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-70769-6
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.jafc.0c04504
https://www.cell.com/cell-reports-medicine/fulltext/S2666-3791(20)30120-8?_returnURL=https%3A%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS2666379120301208%3Fshowall%3Dtrue
https://journals.physiology.org/doi/abs/10.1152/ajpendo.00220.2020?rfr_dat=cr_pub++0pubmed&url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori%3Arid%3Acrossref.org
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11033-020-05705-y
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-3425/10/7/452
https://www.lipidjournal.com/article/S1933-2874(20)30324-X/fulltext
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIRCGEN.120.002919?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://www.canadianjournalofdiabetes.com/article/S1499-2671(20)30172-6/fulltext
https://www.canadianjournalofdiabetes.com/article/S1499-2671(20)30172-6/fulltext
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/ATVBAHA.120.313065?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fendo.2020.00455/full
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bip.23405
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/jasms.0c00320
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.biochem.0c00609
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304383520305358?via%3Dihub
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jsp2.1099
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jsp2.1099
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7587450/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32904064/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32904064/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32904031/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7314329/
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/ATVBAHA.120.315028
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.11.13.381798v1
https://doi.org/10.12688/f1000research.25390.1
https://doi.org/10.12688/f1000research.25390.1
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09553002.2020.1820611
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00784-020-03675-w
https://immunology.sciencemag.org/content/5/52/eabe5511.long
https://immunology.sciencemag.org/content/5/52/eabe5511.long
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1742706120305390?via%3Dihub
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00784-020-03548-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00784-020-03548-2
https://bmcvetres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12917-020-02514-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41436-020-00993-y
https://www.jidonline.org/article/S0022-202X(20)32295-8/fulltext
http://www.schulich.uwo.ca/biochem/research/publications.html

